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1. Christianity: How did it get here? (last week)

2. Christianity: Where is it going? (this week)

Review
Last week we covered the narrative of the testimony of Stephen and his resulting martyrdom and its connection to this 
overarching rejection by ethnic Israel of their Messiah. Continuing their thread of rejection of the prophets all the way to 
Christ. This action will now begin the boulder roll of evangelism down from the mountain of Jerusalem and Israel out into the 
rest of the world and all its Gentiles.

🔥 The availability of Christianity for you is not casual, it is the consequence of the crucifixion of Christ by His chosen 
people. The push of persecution was the path that brought you life.

The cutting out and cutting in of Christianity
My first job was on a fairly large farm and orchard. Lots of apple, peach and pear trees as well as lots of tomatoes, beans, 
corn, etc. My boss Kevan Evans was a master farmer with a gizmo or gadget for maximizing profit out of the soil. Tweaking 
fertilizer mixtures, measuring and monitoring soil chemical balances all to ensure his harvest was as plentiful as possible as 
far as it depended on him.

I was just a farm hand and never had any clue what he was doing but there was one simple yet profoundly fascinating activity 
that always intrigued me – and that was the concept of grafting. 

Grafting is the process of considering a tree as several components vs as a singular whole. A tree has many components but 
in grafting most often it is viewed as three components. A root, a stock and branches. The most frequent grafting technique is 
to take a strong root of an otherwise undesirable stock and a desirable stock with a relatively weak root system and join them 
together. You hack off the bad root and the bad stock and toss them and through a careful process of precise cuts and 
bonding you fuse a sort of new tree together.

This concept of grafting is relevant to our passage in Acts because Paul uses it in Romans 11 to clearly outline what’s going 
on at this specific moment in Israel’s history as they are cut off from their olive tree and something wild is being grafted in.
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📖 Romans 11:13–24 
13 But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 
14 if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some of them. 
15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 
16 If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump is also; and if the root is holy, the branches are too. 
17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and 
became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 
18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the 
root, but the root supports you. 
19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 
20 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; 
21 for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either. 
22 Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you 
continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off. 
23 And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 
24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a 
cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree?

The problem that most people get into is what the tree is and what is being cut and grafted in. I grew up being taught that the 
Church replaced Israel. That this cutting off was from a root that was Christ and the cutting off was between the root and the 
stock. That a wicked stock (Israel) was cut off from Christ and that a new good stock (Gentiles) was grafted in.

Upon further study and really just more careful study this is a dangerous and inaccurate understanding of both this passage 
and thus the work God is doing in this dispensation of the time of the Gentiles and the future for ethnic Israel.

There’s was a second type of grafting Kevan would perform occasionally. It was far more delicate and prone to failure than 
stock grafting. Grafting individual branches. This is the type of grafting in view here by Paul in Romans. In fact the root is not 
Christ but rather the work of God through history and more specifically his work through and in ethnic Israel. The rich 
promises, favor,  protection, presence and word. Access into that root prior to the stoning of Steven required adoption into 
ethnic Israel, the grafting analogy wasn’t applicable or possible. The death of Christ and the tearing of the temple curtain 
opened up a new and living way where grafting became possible but it was a branch grafting not a stock grafting. The root 
was the same, the stock was the same, there was just a new type of branch now, the branch of the Gentiles. Gentiles as 
Gentiles. Non-Jews, not proselytes or converts to a new “Christian” Judaism. This was something new, something mysterious 
and it’s about to rock the world as the atomic bomb of the martyrdom of Stephen will explode the gospel far and wide.

It’s worth holding in mind this is not a foreign or new concept unique or initial to Acts or Paul. Christ himself spoke of this and 
the whispers of it carried in from the OT as well.
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📖 Matthew 21:33–45 
33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard and put a wall around it and dug a 
wine press in it, and built a tower, and rented it out to vine-growers and went on a journey. 
34 “When the harvest time approached, he sent his slaves to the vine-growers to receive his produce. 
35 “The vine-growers took his slaves and beat one, and killed another, and stoned a third. 
36 “Again he sent another group of slaves larger than the first; and they did the same thing to them. 
37 “But afterward he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 
38 “But when the vine-growers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and 
seize his inheritance.’ 
39 “They took him, and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
40 “Therefore when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vine-growers?” 
41 They said to Him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard to other vine-
growers who will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, This became 
the chief corner stone; This came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the 
fruit of it. 
44 “And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.” 
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they understood that He was speaking about 
them.

Acts is the story of the kingdom of God being taken away from the chief priests, the Pharisees and Sadducees, ethnic Israel’s 
religious leaders who had failed catastrophically by rejecting Christ and giving the kingdom to a people producing the fruit of 
the kingdom. The root does not change, the stock does not change, but the means of inclusion into the richness of God’s 
work through ethnic Israel does. Branch grafting has begun. The Church does not replace Israel. The Church is grafted in as 
the branches of the rich root and stock of Israel as ethnic Israel is cut out for a time from its own tree.

What of ethnic Israel?
This concern of the rejection or abandonment of Israel by God was no small matter for Paul. He took this accusation very 
seriously and spent considerable words in Romans addressing this issue. Both in explaining the underlying activities of God 
through history but then also the purpose and eventual resolution to the underlying questions.
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📖 Romans 11:1–11 
1 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage 
about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? 
3 “Lord, they have killed Your prophets, they have torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they are seeking 
my life.” 
4 But what is the divine response to him? “I have kept for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the 
knee to Baal.” 
5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God’s gracious 
choice. 
6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace. 
7 What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were 
hardened; 
8 just as it is written, “God gave them a spirit of stupor, Eyes to see not and ears to hear not, Down to this very 
day.” 
9 And David says, “Let their table become a snare and a trap, And a stumbling block and a retribution to them. 
10 “Let their eyes be darkened to see not, And bend their backs forever.” 
11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has 
come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.

Here we have it so clear the choice of God first of ethnic Israel, then of the Gentiles. There can be no questions, no boasting, 
all salvation is of God’s choice. There are no reversions or revisions. God’s singular perfect plan from Genesis to Revelation. 
God’s choice of salvation placed upon a specific ethnic group of people and by their inexplicable rejection salvation spreads 
to all men until all the chosen are saved. We can easily get caught up in the faith vs works or Jew vs Church as the entry 
point of salvation and quickly forget where our salvation truly begins as a sovereign choice of God. Salvation is a choice that 
God makes on his own. It’s so simple to say but the ripples of that statement if true are monumental for the worldview you will 
hold and the actions you will take in life. If God does not choose and you have some persuasions or influence to bear, if there 
is some part of you that deserves salvation, can earn salvation you will lead a different life than the one a Christian like 
Stephan did. This is the whole point of this narrative. You religious leaders rejected the choice of God convinced you were 
worthy of something different. That you were something special, that in fact it was you choosing and crafting God. That 
rejection leads to a cutting off of God’s people as God’s choice, allowing the choice to pass to the Gentiles, but only for a 
time, necessarily only for a time, for God’s choice never fails. 

📖 Romans 11:25–36 
25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own 
estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 
26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove 
ungodliness from Jacob.” 
27 “This is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.” 
28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they 
are beloved for the sake of the fathers; 
29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
30 For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of their disobedience, 
31 so these also now have been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they also may now be 
shown mercy.
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It may seem flippy floppy to the careless reader but for the student it is miraculously beautiful. The most intelligent, incredible 
turn of events. A perfect plan. Mercy offered to all the disobedience as a gracious choice to glorify his sovereignty, mercy and 
justice. The impossible trifecta unified in harmony.

📖 32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all. 
33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments 
and unfathomable His ways! 
34 For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? 
35 Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? 
36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.

So why does this matter?
It matters because the nature of salvation matters. The focus and priority on the sovereign choice of God over both your own 
birthright and any force of will and work. You cannot be born into the kingdom nor can you work your way into the kingdom. 
You must be chosen in. That is why this matters. That is the emphasis and center of the spotlight of this mystery. God’s 
sovereignty seen and worshiped. This is the hinge upon which the door of wrath slammed on Stephen that God would choose 
to cut off Israel for their proud rejection of Christ. It is this same hinge which opens the door then for the Gentiles bringing in a 
time of grafting in of you and I into an otherwise inaccessible salvation.

This should stir in our hearts to tremendous thankfulness and humility. We don’t often think about this transition and far too 
often we think of the gospel as it is now as though it were always this way. Open, free and accessible. It wasn’t and only by 
God’s gracious, kind, sovereign choice is it now, for a time, available to us. You understand a time is coming again when the 
gospel and salvation will be sealed and inaccessible. There are no evangelists in hell. We breath during a unique slice of time 
where the gospel is receivable unto salvation wherever it is heard on earth. The is incredible. What an opportunity! What a 
time! Take hold and do not let it pass you by.

Accept the opportunity now to be a Gentile Christian

Be grateful

Be opportunistic in your evangelism

📖 Romans 10:18–21 
18 But I say, surely they have never heard, have they? Indeed they have; “Their voice has gone out into all the 
earth, And their words to the ends of the world.” 
19 But I say, surely Israel did not know, did they? First Moses says, “I will make you jealous by that which is not a 
nation, By a nation without understanding will I anger you.” 
20 And Isaiah is very bold and says, “I was found by those who did not seek Me, I became manifest to those who 
did not ask for Me.” 
21 But as for Israel He says, “All the day long I have stretched out My hands to a disobedient and obstinate 
people.”


