
Suffering & Sovereignty—Repentance, Rebuke, & Restoration  
Job 42 

  

Review 

Prologue—Satan’s test  

Job will curse you to your face. 

In today’s study we will review the final chapter and culmination of Job’s encounter with God. 

Job’s Day in Court 

Job had been seeking this very encounter with God (Job 13:3, 15-25; 23:1-7).  

This encounter was necessary for Satan’s wager to be truly tested.  

Job’s Response 

Job clearly understood God’s message. 

In Ecclesiastes the Preacher struggled with God’s sovereignty.  

The answer was God’s justice (Ecc 12:13-14).  

Job struggled with God’s justice. 

The answer was God’s sovereignty! 

God has given Job exactly what he had asked for; an audience with Himself. 

God’s questions span all of creation from the common to the cosmic. 

God controls all things from rain to the greatest of created creatures. 

Job’s only response is, “You can do all things & no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.”  

These dual acknowledgements recognize His right to rule and His providence in every circumstance. 

In Job’s confession, he sheds his wrong understanding and trusts in God’s plan. 

Things too wonderful for me  (John 3:9-13). 

Job previously had a blurry image of God from the things he had heard.  

Now Job sees clearly who God is . . .the sovereign Lord, and friend (Ps 25:14-15). 

The incredible suffering Job had endured disappears after a firsthand encounter with God (2 Cor 4:17-18). 

It is in the midst of suffering that our idols are exposed and we see clearly what we trust in. 

As believers we experience a comfort that is beyond this world (2 Cor 1:3-5). 

Job is repenting of the idea that God had something to answer for (being unjust). 



God’s Rebuke 

This is the epilogue. 

This is important to understand because many of the same themes of the prologue are present here as we get the author’s 
conclusion of all that happened. 

Job spoke what was right. 

This was a very large offering God had commanded Job’s 3 friends to carry out. 

It is similar to an account in Numbers 23 when Balak keeps trying to manipulate Balaam and God to bless him. 

In misleading Job by saying wrong things about God, they actually became tools in the hands of Satan against Job and 
ultimately against God. 

Make sure you don’t miss the irony that the friends clearly understood!  

They had been telling Job he should repent because of secret sin. 

Now, they are told to repent and have Job pray for them to avoid the wrath of God!! 

Now, God is asking Job to pray for these unintentional allies of Satan who had said, among other things, that his kids got 
what they deserved. 

Job is supposed to pray that these yahoos are to be forgiven of all the suffering they had brought about. 

Job’s suffering and subsequent encounter with God had freed him to trust God’s will completely; there was no need to 
question God’s ways. 

This is not knowing a little more about God; this is knowing Him with complete trust, affection, and singular devotion. 

Redemption & Restoration 

It can be seen as falling back into the retribution theology that this whole book seeks to clarify. 

We touch on this more next time we meet, but for now, understand that this is NOT an obligation on God, but a willing desire 
to bless his people. 

Evil (Raah)—Unlike repentance used earlier, there are differences in the translations with most using adversity or disaster.  

Money—One of the first times this word is used. It is only used 3 times. 

Notice what is NOT part of the restoration of Job . . . removal of pain/loss. 

This is a full life! Abraham (Gen 25:8), Isaac (Gen 35:29), David (1 Chr 29:28).  

Death is part of a successful life Acts 13:36. 

 


