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Acts 8:4–24

📖 Acts 8:4–24 
4 Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. 
5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them. 
6 The crowds with one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they heard and saw the signs 
which he was performing. 
7 For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and 
many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed. 
8 So there was much rejoicing in that city. 
9 Now there was a man named Simon, who formerly was practicing magic in the city and astonishing the people of 
Samaria, claiming to be someone great; 
10 and they all, from smallest to greatest, were giving attention to him, saying, “This man is what is called the Great 
Power of God.” 
11 And they were giving him attention because he had for a long time astonished them with his magic arts. 
12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike. 
13 Even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs 
and great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed. 
14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter 
and John, 
15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 
16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
17 Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit. 
18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered 
them money, 
19 saying, “Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy 
Spirit.” 
20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God 
with money! 
21 “You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 
22 “Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may 
be forgiven you. 
23 “For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.” 
24 But Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing of what you have said may 
come upon me.”

You Are Impressionable
Today’s study revolves around the concept of the impressive or impressionability. This is a really interesting word and 
concept. Impression comes from the idea of pressing into. Where something hard presses into something soft leaving an 
imprint or impression in the softer material. Like a finger print in playdough. This passage has the idea of impression weaved 
throughout it and it’s a particularly pertinent discussion because science tells us physiologically the most impressionable 
people on planet earth are youth age 12 - 24. The state of being impressionable is actually the absence of something where 
something else is impressed or imported onto the person. You are in a playdough state of mind. You right now are particularly 
vulnerable to being influenced, convinced, impressed with the ideas, worldviews and ideologies of those who are less 
impressionable, less soft. You are not an influencer as much as you are a blob of squishy playdough held in the hand of those 
around you ready to press into you their stiff and ridged believes, cloning themselves into your mind.
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Don’t you hate that? Does it scare you? Is it happening right now as I stand here as a 30 year old speaking to you? Am I 
pressing into you my views and beliefs cloning myself into your brains? Absolutely. You know that. You need to know that. 
The art of persuasion, of argumentation, of the impressive. Understand though the thing that should terrify you is not that you 
are a vulnerable and impressionable but that the impression left on you before you get baked in would be a worthless, false. 
Unique isn’t valuable, right is. I too was once 12-24 and vulnerable, impressionable and the marks of those years are all over 
my life. I’m really uncomfortable riding carnival rides because my mom was convinced they were unsafe. To this day I get 
nervous talking on the phone because we had so many rules and fears built into stranger danger when I was young. I’ve 
wrestled with legalism and where the true line between actual right and wrong is because of the wrestles my parents were 
working through during these years of my life. I’m also a Christian because my parents took me to church every week. I know 
my Bible pretty well because we read it all the time, I know hundreds of hymns because we sang a few every night for years, I 
prefer camping, mountains, streams and thunderstorms to beaches, sunshine and sand because of the vacations we took 
and the places where my favorite memories took place. Now I’m in no way a clone of any one person in my family or history 
but I am absolutely a product of my environment and a pattern of the many specific impressions which were pressed into me 
during my youth.

So what’s a youth to do? How does playdough protect itself not from impression, for you will be impressed, but from the 
wrong impressions, those which will produce a weak, worthless vessel as age hardens you? The answer is simple. Ensure 
you’re most impressed with that which is actually most impressive. You may be an impressionable lump of goo but 
understand you are not powerless, hopeless, you hold power over the depth, the content, the voices you choose to let in and 
affect you. You can choose to tune me out, you can choose your music, what you do in private, you are not entirely 
autonomous but neither are you at the mercy of every influencer to have you and form you effortlessly.

As a recent graduate of youth myself my commendation to you is take hold of your influencers. Take hold of the impression 
process. Understand, perceive who you are becoming and ensure it is a worth while vessel before age bakes you harder into 
something wrong, worthless, selfish destined for destruction. Fight for your final form.

Our passage today illustrates this progression really well on several fronts of the power of influence and the impressionability 
of the human heart both for good and for evil.

The Gospel Is Impressive

📖 4 Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. 
5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them. 
6 The crowds with one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they heard and saw the signs 
which he was performing. 
7 For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and 
many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed. 
8 So there was much rejoicing in that city.

Philip doesn’t enter Samaria preaching with anticipation of conversion, of turning, of impression. In fact to help bring further 
attention, focus and conviction his gospel message was accompanied by signs, wonders, miracles. It was “wows” all around. 
The press of impression was strong and brought dead hearts to life in saving faith. For most. Enter Simon.
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📖 9 Now there was a man named Simon, who formerly was practicing magic in the city and astonishing the people of 
Samaria, claiming to be someone great; 
10 and they all, from smallest to greatest, were giving attention to him, saying, “This man is what is called the Great 
Power of God.” 
11 And they were giving him attention because he had for a long time astonished them with his magic arts. 
12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike. 
13 Even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs 
and great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed.

Do you see all the key words in that passage? “Astonishing the people”, “giving attention to him”. Simon was a magician, a 
person of influence, an influencer. This man had the followers, the clout, the attention, the praise, he held people captive. 
Then comes Philip, the competition as he perceived it. The attention shifts, there’s a new influencer in town and for a moment 
it’s Simon who comes under the spell of Philip and all the signs and wonders so far beyond his own ability. Simon has been 
entirely eclipsed by a different kind of Great Power of God. His amazement is complete, he is entirely captivated, but his heart 
has not been changed and this is going to be key momentarily. He believes, he is even baptized, but his heart is not 
convinced, he’s merely impressed momentarily while he awaits a moment to retake the spotlight.

The Gospel Is Authorized

📖 14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter 
and John, 
15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 
16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
17 Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.

At this point there’s an outrageously interesting break in the narrative explaining something of the nature of the process of 
salvation in the early church. There’s a unique expansion of the kingdom of God happening where the gospel of salvation is 
expanding beyond the bounds of ethnic Israel and extending out now to the Samaritans however there is great care given by 
God in ensuring the thread of origin is not broken where Salvation comes from the Jews. Philip preaches, people believe and 
are baptized but the Holy Spirit expressly doesn’t arrive until the Apostles arrive, pray and lay their hands on these new 
Samaritan believers thereby maintaining the progressions origins as uniquely Jewish and specifically through apostolic 
authority. This is a passing comment here but it’s actually critically important and will form a helpful foundation for 
understanding the rest of Acts and the Epistles. The gospel is being freely given to the world but it is passing specifically 
through the authority given by Christ to the Jewish Apostles. This isn’t the focal point of the narrative so we’ll press forward 
but mark this occasion as it will be a critical key for unlocking potential confusion later.

Well it was at this point Simon sees his opportunity. As soon as it’s authority on the line and he’s got the big cheese on the 
line he strikes for his chance to reclaim his position and power revealing his unregenerate heart.

The Gospel Can’t Be Bought

📖 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered 
them money, 
19 saying, “Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy 
Spirit.”
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I want authority. Whatever the magic outcome may entail, yeah yeah salvation, forgiveness, whatever. Give me the power, the 
influence, make me impressive again. Put the power of God, His Holy Spirit into my fingers. Oops.

📖 20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God 
with money! 
21 “You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 
22 “Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may 
be forgiven you. 
23 “For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.”

It’s rarely a good thing when Peter says much of anything to you. You can almost feel him pausing, turning with a fiery gaze. 
May you and your money perish, die, burn. How dare you seek the gift of God with money. I don’t think Simon saw God in any 
of this, I’m convinced he saw Peter, John and Philip in the same profession as him. A charlatan magician selling tricks for 
attention and power. He saw Peter and John as the top of the ladder of a new better magic show he wanted in on. 

Christianity is no magic show. God is no charlatan. This is no business. Wherever it is it isn’t Christianity and is being drained 
of any power. This is life, salvation, it is fantastic, amazing, incredible, impressive, awe inspiring, captivating but only because 
it’s true and not a show. Simon was impressed with the show not the salvation. He wanted the power without gospel. The 
heart of Simon may be the heart of many of you. Impressionable, jealous, you spend a lot of time around Christians and the 
good here can become a distraction from the God of it all if your heart doesn’t bend, if the Holy Spirit hasn’t landed in your 
heart.

Did you know this is my testimony? I built my life to become a missionary for nearly 20 years as a selfish, bitter Simon bound 
in the bondage of iniquity. I wanted to be impressive. Missionaries were my supermen. I wanted to be on stage for the 
applause the impressive, the admiration, the gaze of jealously. I wanted to be the best Christian you’d ever seen. I wanted 
you to lie awake at night dreaming of a day you might be like me. The last thing I wanted was to throw a frisbee on Monday 
nights in, what’s it called? Maryville? Where? Tennessee? Ha where even is that? 

The difference between Simon and myself though is that I repented of my own sin and iniquity and God has forgiven me and 
worked into me a new heart that rejoices in whatever work big or small impressive or not he would be pleased to work.

📖 24 But Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing of what you have said may 
come upon me.”

Friends I will pray for you. I do pray for you. But you need to repent of your own wicked heart and motivations. You are 
impressionable. You are impressed with so many dumb temporary things chiefly designed to just take your money and get 
you to vote in a particular direction controlling you. You need to be so much more careful about how you are being formed. 
We’ve spent a lot of time arguing for the power of God, the legitimacy of the arguments and statements of Scripture but you 
need to bend the knee and allow the hard press of its truth form you and build you into a vessel for honorable use.

Don’t Be A Toilet 
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📖 2 Timothy 2:19–26 
19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, 
“Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness.” 
20 Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, 
and some to honor and some to dishonor. 
21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the 
Master, prepared for every good work. 
22 Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord 
from a pure heart. 
23 But refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce quarrels. 
24 The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 
25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to 
the knowledge of the truth, 
26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to 
do his will.

Don’t be ensnared by the devil being pressed into the form of a toilet. Through the music you listen to, the TikToks and TV 
shows you watch, the useless dumb things you waste your money and time on. Think, be sober minded, take time to consider 
your activities and lay them before the Lord and cut out the garbage, cleanse yourselves from these toilet impressions, fill 
yourselves with godliness and righteousness, become useful for honorable use. Be impressed with that which is truly 
impressive, the saving, transforming, saving love of God for sinners like you and me. Press yourself under that and become a 
Christian moving out into the world wow’d by that, sharing that, evangelizing about what is actually impressive.

The Price of the Power of God

A direct affront to the health and wealth gospel

This isn’t a magic show

This isn’t a business

This is a gift, it must be a gift

Astonishment vs Transformation

Do not be attracted by amazement 

Holy Spirit authoritative apostolic association

📖 2 Corinthians 2:17 
17 For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in 
the sight of God.


