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Acts 9:19b-26

📖 Acts 9:19b–26 
19b Now for several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus, 
20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 
21 All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, “Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed 
those who called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief 
priests?” 
22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this 
Jesus is the Christ. 
23  When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him, 
24 but their plot became known to Saul. They were also watching the gates day and night so that they might put 
him to death; 
25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a large 
basket. 
26 When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not 
believing that he was a disciple.

Brother Saul: The Early Days
The conversion of Saul is unusual and unexpected on so many levels. I think ironically too often we take the story of the 
conversion of Saul to give us hope for our lost loved ones or to pray for the conversion of wicked world leaders or celebrities. 
However this conversion is unusual and unexpected, this doesn’t happen often and while God absolutely does save 
whomever he will and we can derive hope in seemingly impossible salvations from this narrative don’t let the impact of just 
how incredible this is be lost on you.

When the Lord spoke to Ananias to go speak with Saul, indicating that Saul had been converted Ananias wasn’t like, “No 
way! My prayers have been answered!” That morning Ananias would rather have heard that Saul was dead than saved. 
God’s ways are not our ways and this salvation story is outrageous. When Saul finally gets back to Jerusalem, his Christian 
killing field, the church doesn’t welcome him in rejoicing over their answered prayers. They cower in skepticism and no where 
is this skepticism in either Ananias or the church condemned. It was natural, expected, this conversion is so far outside the 
norm.

Now why do I beleaguer this point? It’s a matter of calibration. Extremes help us calibrate for what’s normal, for defining 
expectations clearly. Extremes provide high contrast allowing us to distill what’s most important. When someone like Saul 
get’s saved what do they do? How do others react? When the dials get turned all the way up what holds and what breaks? 
What’s essential and what isn’t? So perk up and pay attention over the next couple weeks. None of our salvation stories are 
like this, likely none will be, but in this story we find some of the core essential attitudes and activities for all believers 
regardless of the way in which they were saved.

Saul’s Enthusiastic 180°

📖 19b Now for several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus, 
20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”

He was speaking

In public

What was he saying?



Acts 9:19b-26 2

Jesus is the Son of God

Fellowship
The first core activity of the converted we observe is an immediate, intense interest in the fellowship with disciples. Salvation 
is not a private event because Christians may not live in isolation from other believers. Success in life as a follower of Christ is 
fused together with the fellowship of other Christians. It doesn’t matter if you don’t fit in, if it’s hard for you to make friends, if 
no one seems to get you. Paul was a murderer! He had killed Christians and ripped families apart. You don’t think people 
looked at him a little sideways? Paul wasn’t there to be liked, he was there to be taught, to grow, to survive and conquer his 
tremendous guilt and be equipped to move forward into good works.

It’s the same for you. You are here to be built up and that can happen with a few friends or many. It happens as you listen, it 
happens as you love, as you care for others pouring into them. Befriending those around you regardless of the reciprocation. 
Love God by loving God’s friends. 

Your entire earthly existence as a Christian revolves around the body of Christ. Never ever forget that. No amount of personal 
devotions, scripture memorization, closet prayers can replace deep involvement and integration into the life of Christ’s church. 
Saul started day one here and he never leaves. Let us do likewise.

Evangelism
The next perhaps more immediately obvious activity Saul immediately began engaging in was evangelism. His arguments 
don’t seem to yet be particularly sophisticated or articulated. Simply “Jesus is the Son of God”. The implications of that 
statement are salvifically significant and for a Jew there was little else standing in the way between hell and heaven than 
believing that. Thus that is the message Saul focused on. It was the hinge upon which his life had turned and so it was what 
he boldly, immediately and consistently spoke.

We would do well to keep this in mind as fear of insufficiencies rise in our minds around why we do not share the gospel. 
What converted you? You’re simply not that special, there are people like you, who’s minds will turn upon the same 
convictions you did. There are no valid defenses against sharing the good news of a loving God saving from our lost estate.

Don’t let complexity or confusion keep you from the simple message of salvation.

The People’s Surprise

📖 21 All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, “Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed 
those who called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief 
priests?”

Unexpected

Supporting the very thing he attempted to destroy

Conviction
Saul’s conversion was complete. His wholehearted disassociation with his former life or any attempt to cling to any former 
way of life. This one is really convicting to me. I try and ride that line. Not so much between any former way of life but of a life 
associated with worldly things or thinking. Saul could just as easily slipped away into obscurity, no longer on the forefront of 
anything. Silently living out his salvation in private, in shame for what he’d done previously, afraid of what his former friends 
would think, afraid of a zeal yet again for error, how confident could he really now be that he was actually right this time?

But that is not the story of Saul and it ought not to be our story either. We hold the truth, the life of Christ, the power of God 
unto salvation. There is to be no hesitation or shrinking back from a whole hearted pursuit of good works, holy living, ever 
deepening fellowship and love for Christ church and those yet outside it.

Phil 3:1-14 really drives the heart of Saul home here on this point. Listen to the heart of a once murder of Christians turned 
Christian, a builder of that which he once tried to destroy.
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It’s a long section but please hear it, you and I may not have gone to the extremes Paul did but our lives ought to fall within 
this scope of fervor and desire for our Savior.

📖 Philippians 3:1–14 
1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard 
for you. 
2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision; 
3 for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence 
in the flesh, 
4 although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the 
flesh, I far more: 
5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a 
Pharisee; 
6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 
7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 
9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 
10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to 
His death; 
11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that 
for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 
13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
reaching forward to what lies ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Saul was recklessly abandoned into the conviction of his conversion. He was a Christian whole sale 100% no fringe of doubt 
or reservations for another way out.

The Increase of Saul

📖 22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this 
Jesus is the Christ.

Gathering disciples

A focus on Christ as the Messiah

Aimed directly at the Jews

Progress
As time goes on Saul continues in what he began. His tactics and presentations appear to be getting more sophisticated as 
he encounters common objections with the outcome that he’s winning the hearts and minds of many Jews. In the next verses 
we’ll see Saul saved by some of his own disciples, those brought to faith through these evangelistic efforts. 

Practice absolutely does improve our ability to evangelize. So practice. Improve. This is your task, winning over the hearts of 
men to the persuasion of the deity of Christ. 
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His message doesn’t doesn’t change, but his persuasiveness is improving and become more powerful and convincing to the 
effect that more people are being convinced and cross the aisle over from death to life.

Saul Spared from Death

📖 23  When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him, 
24 but their plot became known to Saul. They were also watching the gates day and night so that they might put 
him to death; 
25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall,  
lowering him in a large basket. 
26 When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not 
believing that he was a disciple

Stayed in Damascus for some time

The Jews murderous intent

Saul rescued by his disciples

Went back to Jerusalem, what a very different return than he expected

The unsurprising fear of the disciples towards Saul who had wreaked havoc in their midst

Persecution
The final Christian quality on display in our extreme salvation snapshot is persecution. And persecution of the murder flavor. 
Don’t let the irony be lost on you. In a single chapter we’ve gone from Saul the Jew breathing murderous threats against the 
disciples of Christ to being rescued by the disciples of Christ from the murder of the Jews. Saul returns to Jerusalem with 
empty hands, no Christians to prosecute and kill, he’s returned barely with his own life as a Christian himself now. It’s insane, 
it’s unreasonable, it’s unexpected, and the Christians in Jerusalem know it. Their fear is real, legitimate, they do not believe 
this could happen. There had been no prayers being raised for his salvation, this was too much. This man had wrecked them. 
This man was their primary enemy. The thorn that had pierced their hearts. Insult to injury after the death of Stephen driving 
the pain and sacrifice deep, and now he wants in, inclusion, association, yeah I don’t think so bud.

In conclusion a couple thoughts:

Are you seeking fellowship?

Are you pursuing evangelism?

Are you leaning deeply into your faith?

Are you improving and practicing pressing further?

Are you persevering through persecution?


