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Lesson #9 – God’s Personhood  
 

The absolutely unique thing about the God of Christianity, different from all other religions, is that God is 
objectively both Transcendent and Personal.  This week we will be studying the “Personal” aspect of God.  
When we studied the Tri-Unity of God we came to understood that God is One in essence and three in persons, 
and that is absolutely true.  In this lesson we are focused on God’s very nature as being “Personal.”    
 

Note:  God is technically “The Supreme Being,” each “Person” of the Trinity is in His Essence, The Supreme 
Being, being One in nature with the other “Persons” of the Trinity. 
 
I.  Definition of God’s Personhood 

Personhood:  In its broadest sense, for this discussion, personhood means that God and humans as living 
entities have: 

1.  self-consciousness, and self-awareness  
2.  discernment, able to make judgments  
3.  a will, able to have goals and purpose 

and  4.  the capability of relationships with other living persons/beings.     
 

Based on this definition, it seems apparent that there can be degrees of personhood amongst some living 
things in that there are degrees of consciousness and/or self-awareness, degrees of discernment, degrees of 
will and purpose, and degrees of relationships with other living persons.     Discuss: 

 

Categorical Discussions:   
 

Is this an Existential or a Relational Category?  This is both an existential attribute in that within the 
Godhead, Personhood can be and has been entirely expressed without the need of other creatures, 
and yet this is also expressed by the Godhead as a relational attribute that the Godhead chooses to 
express with creatures of His own making.  God has delighted in creating relational creatures with 
which relationship is inherently a joyful expression of His own existential Personhood. 

 

Is this an Incommunicable or a Communicable Category?  Personhood is a communicable attribute in 
that God made humans with these characteristics and we are to reflect a spiritual reality within 
these 4 categories.   

 

NOTE:  There is a Hebrew word “nephesh” that is used in various ways important to this discussion.  
This word is used 754 times in the Hebrew text of Scripture.  Importantly, in the Genesis 
creation account nephesh is used 5 times.  The first 4 times are used to describe animals [Gen 
1:20 (swarming sea life);  Gen 1:21 (great sea life);  Gen 1:24 (land creatures);  Gen 1:30 
(birds and land creatures).]  The 5th time it is used, it is used to describe the creation of man 
(Gen 2:7).  This Hebrew word is often translated into English with the meaning of creatures 
with a “soul” referring to operational capability (to varying degrees) of operating above pure 
instinct and having a consciousness, self-awareness, discernment, a will, and the capability to 
have relationships with one another.                            Discuss: 

 

   The materialist/atheist view of man is that he is just a biological machine like other animals.  
He is a higher evolved form of these animal machines.  This view is unscientific, unscriptural,  
leads to gross wickedness, and is an affront to God.   

 

 In the study of Christian apologetics, the atheist arguments fail when we discuss the very 
personhood of man.  The “soul” (nephesh) of man is entirely unable to be explained by 
evolutionary models.  Specifically, consciousness, self-awareness, discernment, the will, and 
the capability of relationship with other living beings are ultimately unexplainable by any 
evolutionary models.   

 

Problem Statement:  Nephesh animals have been given these attributes of the soul, to a lesser degree, 
namely consciousness or self-awareness, discernment, a will, and the capability of relationships with 
other living persons.  These animals are a gracious gift of God to men.  When Adam fell, his soul 

Note:  Regenerated humans have a spiritual enhancement 
of these 4 characteristics over lost men and 
women!       Discuss: 
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(nephesh) was significantly damaged and He became significantly less able to express God 
consciousness, God self-awareness, Godly discernment, Godly will, and the capability of Godly 
relationships with God Himself and with other living creatures.  Man’s spirit died at the fall, but his 
soul was seriously damaged.   

 

In our salvation we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to begin a period of sanctifying our soul to re-
acquire the God given capability to become a truly Godly person regarding our consciousness and 
our self-awareness, our discernment, our will, and our capability of relationships.  This is what is 
meant by becoming Christ-like, namely, to live our lives: 

1.  Having a self-awareness of our creatureliness and our entire dependence on God. 
2.  With a discernment regarding spiritual truths from our Father in heaven. 
3.  Conforming our will to the will of our Father. 
4.  In relationship with all of God and His creatures in love and gratitude.  (spouses, family, 

neighbors, and God’s creation) 
 

Eccl 3:11  He has made everything appropriate in its time.  He has also set eternity in their heart, 
yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the 
end. 

 
II.  Logic and Importance of God’s Personhood 

 

Commonly taught activities of God that require that God have the 4 elements of personhood discussed 
above: 
•  God knows who He is and what He expects from His creation.            Self-awareness 
•  God is the creator of the Universe and all that is in it.             A will 
•  God sanctifies and will glorify His chosen people.              A will 
•  God prepares an eternal home for His chosen people.             A will 
•  God seeks permanent fellowship with His chosen people.             Relationship 
•  God has revealed Himself to His creatures in General Revelation.            Relationship 
•  God has revealed Himself to men and women in His Special Revelation of Scripture.       Relationship 
•  God has revealed a righteous law to all men.              Discernment 
•  God abhors evil and rebellion against His good and perfect plan.            Discernment 
•  God will judge those guilty of rebellion against His good and perfect plan.           Discernment 
   

  Note:  Consciousness is implied by all of these other attributes of personhood. 
 

Consequences of God’s Personhood:  The personhood of God is a challenge to the sovereignty of 
mankind.  We saw this desire for divine sovereignty at the Adamic Fall, in the world at the pre-Noahic 
flood, at the Tower of Babel, at Israel choosing a King for their nation, at Israel’s continual turning 
away from their God and turning toward dependence on the world of men’s wisdom and error. 

 
III.  Scriptural Basis of God’s Personhood 
    Unless otherwise indicated, all Scriptures are quoted from the New American Standard Updated version (NASU) 

Some verses pertinent to this goal of knowing of God’s Personhood: 
 

Job 12:16-25  With Him are strength and sound wisdom, the misled and the misleader belong to Him. 
17He makes counselors walk barefoot and makes fools of judges.  18He loosens the bond of kings and 
binds their loins with a girdle.  19He makes priests walk barefoot and overthrows the secure ones. 
20He deprives the trusted ones of speech and takes away the discernment of the elders.  21He pours 
contempt on nobles and loosens the belt of the strong.  22He reveals mysteries from the darkness and 
brings the deep darkness into light.  23He makes the nations great, then destroys them; He enlarges 
the nations, then leads them away.  24He deprives of intelligence the chiefs of the earth's people and 
makes them wander in a pathless waste.  25They grope in darkness with no light, and He makes them 
stagger like a drunken man. 

 

Dan 4:34-35  But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my 
reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; 
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for His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from generation to 
generation. 35All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but He does according to 
His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His 
hand or say to Him, 'What have You done?'  

 

Eph 1:5-14  He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 
kind intention of His will, 6to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us 
in the Beloved.  7In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of His grace 8which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 9He made 
known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 10with 
a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in 
Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.  In Him 11also we have obtained an inheritance, 
having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 
12to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.  13In Him, 
you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation — having also believed, 
you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, 
with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.  

 

Eph 3:14-19  For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth derives its name, 16that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, 17so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18may be able to comprehend 
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of 
Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.  

 

Titus 2:11-14  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12instructing us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 
13looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ 
Jesus,  14who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a 
people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.  

 

Heb 13:20-21  Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21equip you in every good thing to do 
His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

1 Peter 1:3-5  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you, 5who are protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  

 

1 Peter 5:6 - - 10-11  Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you 
at the proper time, - - -  10after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called 
you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.  11To 
Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Jude 24-25  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the 
presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 25to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 

 
IV.  Important Points About God’s Personhood 

 

1st  How God’s Personhood Relates to Other Attributes 
Our God is not a force, not a thing, not remote from and uninvolved in our lives.  He is a 
person, our Father.  All of His attributes are modified not only by His being a person, but for those 
who are in Christ, all of His attributes are modified by His being our Father. 
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2nd  Why God’s Personhood is Important to Our Faith 
Our faith is not a faith of just intellectual knowledge.  It is a faith of trust in a living relationship 
with a person to whom we have been adopted.  This high and holy God that is beyond our ability 
to imagine or to conceive, has chosen to adopt us permanently into His exclusive family, the Tri-
Unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

3rd  Confessions or Creeds that Address God’s Personhood   
3. _ In this divine and infinite Being there are three subsistences, the Father, the Word or Son, and 
Holy Spirit, of one substance, power, eternity, each having the whole divine essence, yet the 
essence undivided:  the Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is eternally 
begotten of the Father; the Holy Spirit proceeding from the Father and the son; all infinite, without 
beginning, therefore but one God, who is not to be divided in nature and being, but 
distinguished by several peculiar relative properties and personal relations; which doctrine of 
the Trinity is the foundation of all our communion with God, and comfortable dependence on 
Him.                                                 From the 1689 London Baptist Confession; Chapter 2, Article 3 
 

4th  Errors/Heresies that Deny God’s Personhood     
Deism, Modern liberal theology;  various cults 
 

Important Quote About God’s Personhood 
 

You sum up the whole of New Testament teaching in a single phrase, if you speak of it as a revelation of 
the Fatherhood of the holy Creator.  In the same way, you sum up the whole of New Testament religion if 
you describe it as the knowledge of God as One's holy Father.  If you want to judge how well a person 
understand Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God's child, and having God 
as his Father.  If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole 
outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all.  For everything that 
Christ taught, everything that makes the New Testament new, and better than the Old, everything that is 
distinctively Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of 
God.  "Father" is the Christian name for God. (Evangelical Magazine 7, pp. 19-20)   
                                                                                                         J. I. Packer;  Knowing God;  p. 201  
 
… … a tendency in this area of study (attributes of God) - as seen both in classical and in modern 
portrayals of God - is to emphasize one side of what might be thought of as this transcendence-immanence 
duality, such that the contrasting side is consequently downplayed, perhaps even undermined.  Here a 
methodology is employed in which a particular set of features is singled out and given primacy in relation 
to all else that is said of God.  Perhaps we could call this approach "duality reductionism."  It works from 
the assumption that one conception of God should be given normative status as the "prime datum", i.e., a 
fundamental and axiomatic conception or item of information that must itself stand uncontested, and under 
which all other conceptions must be adapted and conformed.  This one normative conception, then is used 
methodologically as a control on all other relevant information; it regulates all other relevant conceptions 
in such a way that their own rightful and legitimate meanings are not allowed expression but instead are 
made to conform to the prime datum's own content and meaning.  Although often motivated from what are 
legitimate concerns regarding our understanding of God, the adoption of this approach inevitably (even if 
unwittingly) produces distortions of God's own self-disclosure for the sake of the cherished position given 
to one primary and normative conception.                                 Bruce Ware; from God's Greater Glory; p.3 
 


