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Lesson #10 – God as Creator 2310 

When God creates something entirely new, nothing like it has existed in the past.  Only God can create 
something entirely new with no prompts from memory or experience or observation.   
 

When we create something new, we are doing so based on previous prompts from memory, experience, or 
observation.  Our creative endeavors are based on our experience with things that God has already created. 
 
I.  Definition of God as Creator  

Meaning with Respect to God:  The act of creating something that did not exist previously.   
 

Creation is used normally (in human conversation) includes acts of assembling, or producing something 
from that which already exists.  (wood, metal, plastic, food, chemicals, etc.) 
 

When God creates a new thing, it is not derived from anything previously existing.  We speak theologically 
of God’s creative acts as “ex-nihilo”.  Latin for “out of” – “nothing”.  An “apophatic”* argument is that 
God’s creative acts are not based on or derived from anything previously existing.  
 

*An exercise of describing God with negations, to declare what He is not. 
 

In the Hebrew 6 days of creation, there are a several different Hebrew words used to describe this incredible 
work of God.  They are:   

 

Hebrew 
Word 

Strong’s 
# 

Verses of 
appearance in 

Genesis 1 

Meaning 

bara Str. 1254  
48 X 

1,  21,  27-(3x) To create something entirely new.  To create out of 
nothing (ex-nihilo).  To create that which did not 
previously exist. 

haya Str. 1961 
3562 X 

3,  6,  14,  15 To become, to exist, to happen, to let be. 

asa Str. 6213  
2632 X 

7,  16,  25,  26,  31 To do, to make, to fashion, to accomplish.  

yasa Str. 3318    
1076 X 

12,  24 To bring out, to lead forth, to produce, to be brought 
out, to grow, to have offspring. 

nephesh Str. 5315    
757 X 

20,  21,  24,  30 Breath, life, life force, soul, an immaterial part of a 
person or creature, the seat of emotion, desire, or 
purpose. 

 
Categorical Discussions: 

Is this an Existential or a Relational Category?  God as Creator is a “relational” category.  God had no 
need to create this universe, nor to create the angelic host.  He chose to create these for His own purpose 
and in accordance to the counsel of His own will.  God operates in coordination with His created orders. 

 

Is this an Incommunicable or a Communicable Category?  God as Creator is an “Incommunicable” 
category.  He does not ask us or command us to create out of nothing.  We tend to have a creative bent, 
but our creativity is a derivative creativity.  We create new things and new ways of thinking based on 
other things we see in God’s Creation. 

 

Problem Statement:  The Godhead creates in a way that we cannot create.  We cannot create something 
that is beyond our imagination.  We can create in a limited sense which is inferred from that we have 
experienced by God’s creation of the whole universe, of soulish animals, and of man who was 
created originally with a spirit.  Adam & Eve’s spirit died on the very day that Adam sinned.   

 

In the church we tend to think of God’s act of creation as a work of God, not as it should be, a wholly 
alien act of God based on His ultimate ability to conceive of what has never been before.  He is a 
craftsman, but He is so very much more than just that.  He is the Creator God, the Elohim! (Str. 430)  
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“Elohim (Hebrew: ֱאbםיִה ) is a grammatically plural noun for "gods" or "deity" in Biblical Hebrew.  
In modern Hebrew it is often referred to in the singular, despite the -im ending that denotes plural 
masculine nouns in Hebrew.”   Wikipedia 

 

II.  Logic and Importance of God as Creator  
This attribute of God as Creator, which reflects His works of creation, is an essential understanding of who 
we are.  We cannot know thoroughly:  1st Who we are,  2nd Where we came from,  3rd What is required of us, 
and  4th What is our end, - - -  if we don’t start with the knowledge of God as Creator.   

Here is the source of the sickness of man in his depraved/lost state! 
 

It is critical to know that we were created to bring glory to our Creator God.  Lost mankind has lost this 
knowledge and is subsequently in open rebellion against the Creator God.  It is only “In Christ Jesus” that 
we who have submitted to the Godhead can in fact bring glory to God through worshipping in spirit and in 
truth. 
 

Consequences of God as Creator  Since we are the creatures of God’s creation, all men belong to God, the 
wicked and the saints.  God has the right to do with us as He wishes!  He has told us how we will be 
dispositioned in the end.  We are without excuse.  
 

We who are in Christ (Old and New Testament saints) are to be with God forever in love.   
We who are not in Christ are to be banished from His presence to eternal damnation and a living death. 
 

Historicity of God as Creator  This attribute and role of God has been understood from the earliest days of 
Adam and throughout all the Old and New Testaments. 
 
 

III.  Scriptural Basis of God as Creator  
    Unless otherwise indicated, all Scriptures are quoted from the New American Standard Updated version (NASU) 

Some verses pertinent to this goal of knowing of God as Creator: 
 

Col 1:15-18  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16For by Him all things 
were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities — all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17He is before all 
things, and in Him all things hold together.  
 

Heb 1:1-4  God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many 
ways, 2in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also He made the world.  3And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact 
representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power.  When He had made 
purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much 
better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.  

 

Job 9:5-12  It is God who removes the mountains, they know not how, when He overturns them in His 
anger;  6Who shakes the earth out of its place, and its pillars tremble; 7Who commands the sun not to 
shine, and sets a seal upon the stars;  8Who alone stretches out the heavens and tramples down the 
waves of the sea;  9Who makes the Bear, Orion and the Pleiades, and the chambers of the south; 
10Who does great things, unfathomable, and wondrous works without number.  11Were He to pass by 
me, I would not see Him; were He to move past me, I would not perceive Him.  12Were He to snatch 
away, who could restrain Him?  Who could say to Him, “What are You doing?”  

 

Ps 8:1-9  O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth, who have displayed Your 
splendor above the heavens!  2From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established 
strength because of Your adversaries, to make the enemy and the revengeful cease.  3When I consider 
Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained; 4what is 
man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for him?  5Yet You have made 
him a little lower than God, and You crown him with glory and majesty!  6You make him to rule over 
the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet, 7all sheep and oxen, and also the 
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beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, whatever passes through the 
paths of the seas.  9O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! 

 

Ps 33:6-9  By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all their 
host.  7He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deeps in storehouses.  8Let 
all the earth fear the Lord; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.  9For He spoke, 
and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.  

 

Ps 19:1-4  The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His 
hands.  2Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.  3There is no speech, 
nor are there words; their voice is not heard.  4Their line has gone out through all the earth, and 
their utterances to the end of the world. 

 

Jer 51:15-16  It is He who made the earth by His power, who established the world by His wisdom, and 
by His understanding He stretched out the heavens.  16When He utters His voice, there is a tumult of 
waters in the heavens, and He causes the clouds to ascend from the end of the earth; He makes 
lightning for the rain and brings forth the wind from His storehouses.  

 
Ps 89:11-18  The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; the world and all it contains, You have 

founded them.  12The north and the south, You have created them; Tabor and Hermon shout for joy 
at Your name.  13You have a strong arm; Your hand is mighty, Your right hand is exalted.  
14Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; lovingkindness and truth go before 
You.  15How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound!  O Lord, they walk in the light of Your 
countenance.  16In Your name they rejoice all the day, and by Your righteousness they are exalted.  
17For You are the glory of their strength, and by Your favor our horn is exalted.  18For our shield 
belongs to the Lord, and our king to the Holy One of Israel.  

 
IV.  Important Points About God as Creator  

 

1st  How God as Creator Relates to Other Attributes  Because God is the Creator, His attributes, our 
knowledge of Him and who He is, should become centrally important to our lives.  It is entirely 
logical that God, because God is Creator and Sustainer of all that we stand upon in this existence, 
there is ultimately nothing more important in our lives than to know God! 
 

Eccl 12:13-14  The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, 
because this applies to every person.  14For God will bring every act to judgment, everything 
which is hidden, whether it is good or evil. 

 

1 Cor 10:31  Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  
 

Rom 12:1-2  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living 
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2And do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 
may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.  

 

1 Pet 4:10-11  As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God.  11Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking 
the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which 
God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs 
the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

 

2nd  Why God as Creator is Important to Our Faith  God as Creator is vitally important to our life in 
this world, in the next, and in our walk of faith.  This is the foundational doctrine of our faith. 

  

3rd  Confessions or Creeds that Address God as Creator  1689 London Baptist Confession, Chapter 4;  
Article 1. In the beginning it pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for the manifestation of 
the glory of His eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, to create or make the world, and all things 
therein, whether visible or invisible, in the space of six days, and all very good.   
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Article 2. After God had made all other creatures, He created man, male and female, with reasonable 
and immortal souls, rendering them fit unto that life to God for which they were created; being made 
after the image of God, in knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness; having the law of God 
written in their hearts, and power to fulfill it, and yet under a possibility of transgressing, being left to 
the liberty of their own will, which was subject to change. 
 

Article 3. Besides the law written in their hearts, they received a command not to eat of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, which while they kept, they were happy in their communion with God, 
and had dominion over the creatures. 

 

4th  Errors/Heresies that Deny God as Creator   
Atheism, secularism, and materialism.  All who claim that the Scriptures contain serious and 
substantive errors because they were written, transcribed, and translated by men. 
 

Important Quotes About God as Creator  
 

In this modern world of ours many people seem to think that science has somehow made such religious 
ideas as immortality untimely or old fashioned.  I think science has a real surprise for the skeptics.  
Science, for instance, tells us that nothing in nature, not even the tiniest particle, can disappear without a 
trace.  Nature does not know extinction.  All it knows is transformation.  If God applies this fundamental 
principle to the most minute and insignificant parts of His universe, doesn’t it make sense to assume that 
He applies it to the masterpiece of His creation, the human soul?            Dr. Werner Von Braun 
 
God is the absolutely free Creator, the Potter, who has complete sovereignty over the pots, humans, who, as 
fallen creatures, find their wills enslaved to sin, in bondage and unable to "cooperate" with any offered 
grace.                                                                       James R. White;  from The Potter's Freedom; P. 36 

 
There are many advantages to an intelligent grasp of the biblical doctrine of the Creator and of His 
creation.  It shows that God alone is God, and that the Eternal One has an eternal and all-inclusive plan for 
everything that happens in His creation.  It restores meaning and hope to life.  It has the massive advantage 
of refusing to grant divine attributes to anything that is less than God, whether the material world, 
humanity, or, especially relevant these days, the would-be omnicompetent state or world order.  Creation 
by God is always the basis of resistance to statist (or ecclesiastical) tyranny.     
                                    Douglas F. Kelly; from Creator and Creature; p. 6 of Tabletalk for October, 2014 
 


