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Acts 14:19-28

📖 Acts 14:19–28 
19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him 
out of the city, supposing him to be dead. 
20 But while the disciples stood around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he went away with 
Barnabas to Derbe. 
21 After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 
Iconium and to Antioch, 
22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, “Through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” 
23 When they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to 
the Lord in whom they had believed. 
24 They passed through Pisidia and came into Pamphylia. 
25 When they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 
26 From there they sailed to Antioch, from which they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that 
they had accomplished. 
27 When they had arrived and gathered the church together, they began to report all things that God had done with 
them and how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 
28 And they spent a long time with the disciples.

Recap the part where they were worshipping.

The vicious nature of the unrighteous

📖 19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him 
out of the city, supposing him to be dead.

From animal sacrifices in worship to barbaric stoning. The two-faced nature of the unbeliever is incredible. Public sentiment 
can turn on a dime at the drop of a hat. Would you really build your kingdom here? Place your hope on such instability? As 
the hymn song goes “on Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.”

Notice though and hear me carefully. Building on the rock doesn’t keep you from getting stoned. Stoned to the point people 
think you’re dead. The rock doesn’t protect us from the wind and waves of the evil vicious world but the righteous wrath of 
Almighty God.

Too much of Christian teaching revolves around avoiding pain and suffering in life. Of bundling ourselves up in comfort, ease, 
sunshine and rainbows. The Christian life is a terrifying proposition. It is light in darkness. Death every day. Death to 
ourselves and our own sin and death at the hands of the world around us.

Yet never forget and perhaps today refocus your mind around what the Christian is actually saved from. You are saved from 
eternal death, punishment forever in the blazing forever fire of the wrath of the Holy, Eternal, Almighty, Creator God. There is 
no earthly suffering to compare to that. No earthly anguish is worth turning from the offer of salvation from that. That is the 
salvation for the Christian, that is the message of the Christian to the hopeless world. Be saved from the wrath to come. For 
all the wrath, anguish, pain and suffering you may know now flee the wrath to come.

The victorious dedication of the righteous
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📖 20 But while the disciples stood around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he went away with 
Barnabas to Derbe. 
21 After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 
Iconium and to Antioch, 
22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, “Through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”

As the candle light vigil is gathering to mourn the untimely death of Paul he rises and goes right back into the city. Miraculous 
insanity. I cannot help but recall the words of Christ to Ananias regarding Saul back when he was first saved:

📖 Acts 9:13–16 
13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Your saints at 
Jerusalem; 
14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.” 
15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and 
kings and the sons of Israel; 
16 for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.”

The intentions and promises of Christ over Paul are coming true. Suffering and salvation. With every stone, every drop of 
blood, every vengeful cry another Gentile soul is yoinked from death to life, darkness to light. Tribulations and suffering were 
not a unique burden laid on Paul however, they are the plight of every believer for they are the very means by which salvation 
is wrought in the world. Did you pass over the phrase?

they returned to Lystra

Paul returned to stare into the eyes of those who’d cast stones at him to the point of death. Not in vengeance but in love to 
encourage and call them to faith. It’s absolutely stunning. And it shames me to my core at the cavalier nature with which I 
approach evangelism. I love comfort so much. I love to be cool, to fit in, to be smart and mix it up with the influential people of 
the world. Shame on me, I am called to tribulations for the sake of the unbeliever that they might be saved from the wrath to 
come.

📖 1 Thessalonians 1:2–10 
2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; 
3 constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the presence of our God and Father, 
4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; 
5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; 
just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 
6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the 
Holy Spirit, 
7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place 
your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything. 
9 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from 
idols to serve a living and true God, 
10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the 
wrath to come.
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Church Planting Priorities

📖 23 When they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to 
the Lord in whom they had believed.

The rest of the chapter is a beautiful snapshot of the contrast from the raging churning torrent of the world to the peaceful, 
sensible, orderly encouragement of Christian churches. Elder leadership, earnest prayer with fasting, commendation to keep 
focus on the Christ of their salvation. Tumultuous times are a spotlight on the church. A place where darkness is dispelled and 
righteousness reigns in peace, order and clarity built on the firm foundation of salvation in Christ from the wrath of God to 
come against the unforgiven sins of the world.

Church Planting Proliferation

📖 24 They passed through Pisidia and came into Pamphylia. 
25 When they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 
26 From there they sailed to Antioch, from which they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that 
they had accomplished.

The pace of Luke’s narrative speeds up as it becomes clear he’s taking us somewhere else now. From the specifics of 
evangelistic efforts to an upcoming critically important Jerusalem council. Don’t let the whiplash catch you off guard though. 
Do not miss the meaning. Salvation is exploding onto the scene. From a few anxious disciples in an upper room a few 
chapters ago to Christianity as a major world religion. We take Christianity and it’s history for granted but it’s an incredible 
story of faithful, painful evangelism through every generation. From the time of Christ’s ascension until now. WorldData.com 
puts the percentage at around 1/3 of the world’s population as Christian, some 2 billion believers. Now of course how many of 
those are true believers only God knows but the fact remains this is no upper room holy huddle. It survived and the Holy Spirit 
is indeed fulfilling his purpose of carrying the gospel on the lips of believers to the ends of the earth for the salvation of 
mankind everywhere.

Church Planting People

📖 27 When they had arrived and gathered the church together, they began to report all things that God had done with 
them and how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 
28 And they spent a long time with the disciples.

For all of Paul’s and Barnabas’s frontline pressure it’s sweet to observe them retracing their steps back to previous church 
plants and spending significant time both encouraging and being encouraged. Theirs is not a hit and run gospel presentation 
but a full orbed, rich discipleship. They have a deep desire to see young believers mature, stay the course and carry the 
touch forward. They are not the focus, the church can only be properly built and function when it is in fact a body of many 
healthy members not a few sole celebrities doing the bulk of the work. This humility and care of Paul and Barnabas is a 
unique trait among influential leadership and we would do well to mark it so we can distinguish the marks of true Christian 
leaders. Those who love people and not power. Who emphasize the growth and distribution of influence rather than 
centralizing their platform around themselves. They are ones who are just as quick to rush into the midst of the crowd as they 
are to preach above it. There are no hero’s here, only dedicated, Holy Spirit filled servants.

In Closing
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Which do you fear more. The wrath of the world, the here and now, or the wrath to come? Which are you actively fleeing 
from?

Are you dedicated to the mission of saving souls even at great cost to yourself? Do you have your eyes fixed on the prize 
of eternal reward?

Do you know what good church leaders look like? Do you know what a good church looks like? Are you devoted to 
dedicating your life in one?


