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Lesson #11 – God’s Immanence 
We already studied God’s Transcendence in Lesson #6.  Immanence is a counterpoint attribute of God to His 
Transcendence.  This is the attribute of God that the Deist’s deny. 
 
I.  Definition of God’s Immanence 

“Immanence refers to those philosophical and metaphysical theories of divine presence in which the divine 
encompasses or is manifested in the material world.”  (from Wikipedia) 
 

Transcendence speaks of God being entirely separate from and other than His created order.  He is not 
contained within nor in any way dependent on His created order.  Considering just transcendence alone, it 
would be possible to misunderstand God and to think of Him as remote and un-involved in His creative 
works.  He could appear uncaring and uninvolved.  This is a central doctrine of the heresy of Deism.  
Although  the religion of Islam claims to hold to a view of Allah’s immanence, and yet often denies the 
“personhood” of Allah. 
 

The heresy of Deism taught about this kind of God.  A God who created the universe as a clockwork 
mechanism ruled by the laws that God had put in place.  This universe ran itself throughout time and God 
went on to other endeavors.  This meant that God no longer interfered with His created order.  That He was 
not loving, not judging of humans who lived out their lives in this created order.  Deists largely denied 
God’s immanence.   
 

Classical Christian theology has always held, and the Scriptures clearly teach, that God is involved in His 
created order, that He remains as sovereign ruler and authority.  God is involved in every element of His 
created order.  Nothing is missed by God in the second by second affairs of His created order. 
 

Matt 6:25-33  For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or 
what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on.  Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothing?   26Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not worth much more than they?  27And who 
of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life?   28And why are you worried about clothing?  
Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 29yet I say to you that not even 
Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.  30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you?  You 
of little faith!   31Do not worry then, saying,  “What will we eat?”  or  “What will we drink?”  or  “What 
will we wear for clothing?”   32For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things.  33But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you.  

 

Categorical Discussions: 
 

Is this an Existential or a Relational Category?  This is a Relational Attribute of God.  This speaks of 
God’s absolute sovereign rule of all things within His created universe.  He rules the universe with 
absolute authority and with knowledge of all things.  He rules in accordance with His own decrees and 
purposes and with absolute detail of all things.  Nothing is left to chance.  There is no such thing as chance 
in the universe and certainly not in the affairs of men. 
 

Prov 16:33  The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord. 
 

Is this an Incommunicable or a Communicable Category?  This is a communicable attribute of God.  
An attribute that we are commanded to exhibit in that we share with and serve of fellow humans.  We are 
not called to be 100% immanent, nor is that even possible in that we cannot even fully comprehend such 
immanence.  
 

Job 42:1-6  Then Job answered the Lord and said,  2"I know that You can do all things, and that no 
purpose of Yours can be thwarted.   3'Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?' Job 38:2   
Therefore I have declared that which I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did 
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not know.  4'Hear, now, and I will speak; I will ask You, and You instruct me.' Job 40:7   5"I have heard 
of You by the hearing of the ear; but now my eye sees You; 6Therefore I retract, and I repent in dust 
and ashes."  

 

Problem Statement:  Since we do not see God, to our senses He can appear remote and even absent from 
our daily lives.  He doesn’t appear immanent.  We work hard, we grow food, we eat the food.  Where is 
God?  It seems that we use our strength and our wits to survive in this life.  This can seem natural that 
God blesses those who work hard.  It is a true pattern, but to err in this area of understanding of God’s 
Immanence is a gross sin and full of wickedness.  We are not sovereign.  We are entirely dependent upon 
God. 
 

God’s Immanence seems remote during most of our experience in this life.  It is by the eyes of faith and 
the gratitude and humbleness brought upon us by God’s Holy Spirit that we begin to understand 
something of His faithfulness in caring for us, His Immanence.  Later in this series, we will study God’s 
Providence and that will add further clarity to this subject.   
 

II.  Logic and Importance of God’s Immanence 
 

Without God’s provision, it does not matter how hard we work.  We would just die.  The saint must be 
grateful for God’s provision (Immanence).  The lost man or woman is ignorant and does not understand the 
frailty of this life and how close death stand’s by to close out our life.  It is only in the sustaining providence 
of God that the righteous and the wicked survive.  Our every breath is a gift of God. 
 

Consequences of God’s Immanence:  God gives life, secures life, and takes life.  He is the sovereign over 
our life.  He is imminently involved in every aspect of our life.  We live this life (righteous and wicked) by 
the grace of God every moment of our lives.  The righteous are grateful and humble (or should be) and the 
wicked are ignorant, ungrateful, and arrogant.   
 

Historicity of God’s Immanence:  This subject is so thoroughly taught in Scripture that the people of God 
have understood this attribute of God since the earliest times of faith in this world. 
 

III.  Scriptural Basis of God’s Immanence 
    Unless otherwise indicated, all Scriptures are quoted from the New American Standard Updated version (NASU) 

Some verses pertinent to this goal of knowing of God’s Immanence: 
 

Jer 23:23-24  “I am a God who is near”, declares the LORD, “and not a God far off?  24Can a man hide 
himself in hiding places so I do not see him?”  declares the LORD.  “Do I not fill the heavens and the 
earth?” declares the LORD. 

 

Acts 17:24-28  The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not dwell in temples made with hands; 25nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed 
anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; 26and He made from one 
man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed 
times and the boundaries of their habitation, 27that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope 
for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28for in Him we live and move and 
exist, as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we also are His children.' 

 

Ex 12:12-13  For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments 
— I am the Lord.  13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the 
blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of 
Egypt.  

 

Ps 2:8-12  Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the 
earth as Your possession.  9You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like 
earthenware.'"  10Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth. 
11Worship the Lord with reverence and rejoice with trembling.  12Do homage to the Son, that He not 



The Strange and Wonderful Attributes of God 

The Strange and Wonderful Attributes of God – Lesson #11 – God’s Immanence  Page 3 of 4 

become angry, and you perish in the way, for His wrath may soon be kindled.  How blessed are all 
who take refuge in Him! 

 

Ps 139:7-12  Where can I go from Your Spirit?  Or where can I flee from Your presence?  8If I ascend to 
heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.  9If I take the wings of the 
dawn, if I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 10even there Your hand will lead me, and Your right 
hand will lay hold of me.  11If I say, "Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, and the light around me 
will be night,"  12Even the darkness is not dark to You, and the night is as bright as the day. darkness 
and light are alike to You.  

 

Dan 4:34-35  "But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my  
reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; 
for His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from generation to generation.  
35All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but He does according to His will in the 
host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, 
'What have You done?'  

 

Isa 14:24-27  The Lord of hosts has sworn saying, "Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, 
and just as I have planned so it will stand, 25to break Assyria in My land, and I will trample him on 
My mountains.  Then his yoke will be removed from them and his burden removed from their 
shoulder.  26This is the plan devised against the whole earth; and this is the hand that is stretched out 
against all the nations.  27For the Lord of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it?  And as for His 
stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?"  

 

Isa 40:21-26  Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  Has it not been declared to you from the 
beginning?  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?  22It is He who sits above the 
circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a 
curtain and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.  23He it is who reduces rulers to nothing, Who 
makes the judges of the earth meaningless.  24Scarcely have they been planted, scarcely have they 
been sown, scarcely has their stock taken root in the earth, but He merely blows on them, and they 
wither, and the storm carries them away like stubble.  25"To whom then will you liken Me that I would 
be his equal?" says the Holy One.  26Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these stars, the 
One who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all by name; because of the greatness of His 
might and the strength of His power, not one of them is missing.  

 

Luke 12:4-7  "I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that have no 
more that they can do.  5But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has 
authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!  6Are not five sparrows sold for two cents?  Yet not 
one of them is forgotten before God.  7Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  Do not 
fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows.  

 
IV.  Important Points About God’s Immanence 

1st  How God’s Immanence Relates to Other Attributes: 
God’s Immanence makes all of His other attributes vital to us.  Consider how God’s immanence 
affects the way we think about His Personhood, His Transcendence, His Sovereignty, His 
Providence, etc.   
 

2nd  Why God’s Immanence is Important to Our Faith: 
We live Coram Deo, before the face of God.  God is ever present and knows our every thought and 
deed.  He knows the intent of our heart.  Therefore, its not that we must stop our sinful ways 
directly, rather that we must conform ourselves to His ways and keep His purposes foremost in our 
heart.  We must confess our sins in agreement with His wisdom and understanding, not justify or 
cover up our wickedness. 
  

3rd  Confessions or Creeds that Address God’s Immanence:   
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1689 London Confession of Faith; Chapter 2, Article 2 -  On the contrary, it is God Who manifests 
His own glory in them, through them, to them and upon them. He is the only fountain of all being; 
from Whom, through Whom, and to Whom all things exist and move.  He has completely sovereign 
dominion over all creatures, to do through them, for them, or to them whatever He pleases.  

 

4th  Errors/Heresies that Deny God’s Immanence:   
Principally “Deism”, its modern form - Unitarianism, Secularism, and modern liberal theology. 

 

Important Quotes About God’s Immanence 
 

The teaching of Scripture about the relationship between God and creation is unique among the religions of 
the world.  The Bible teaches that God is distinct from His creation.  He is not part of it, for He has made it 
and rules over it.  The term often used to say that God is much greater than creation is the word 
"transcendent".  Very simply, this means that God is far "above" the creation in the sense that He is greater 
than the creation and He is independent of it.  God is also very much involved in creation, for it is 
continually dependent on Him for its existence and its functioning.  The technical term used to speak of 
God's involvement in creation is the word "immanent", meaning "remaining in" creation.  The God of the 
Bible is no abstract deity removed from, and uninterested in His creation.  the Bible is the story of God's 
involvement with His creation, and particularly the people in it.      

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, p. 267 
 
The word "mighty" does not denote a quiescent power, as one says of a temporal king that he is mighty, 
even though he be sitting and doing nothing.  But it denotes an energetic power, a continuous activity, that 
works and operates without ceasing.  For God does not rest, but works without ceasing, as Christ says in 
John 5, "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.”     

Martin Luther; from Geisler's Systematic Theology, Volume 2, p. 531 
 

The biblical doctrine of creation also benefits us by showing that the God of order made a creation with 
orderly components, proper sequence, overall regularity, and intelligibility; these assumptions are the basis 
of all true science (as even non-Christian historians such as Alfred North Whitehead have argued).  Genesis 
1 and 2 also show us that God created all things "very good" (Gen 1:31).  This means that the material 
creation, including the human mind and body, are positive goods, not evils that we should seek to escape 
(as is taught in Hinduism, Buddhism, and the New Age religions).   
                                                             Douglas Kelly;  Creator and Creature in Table Talk of 10/14; p. 8 


