
Walking as Children of Light 
Ephesians 5:5-14 

 
5-6 If these perversions of love typify us, especially without conviction or repentance, it is a 

warning sign that we are not forgiven. 
Covetousness and idolatry – Col. 3:5; 1 Cor. 5:11 
Why would covetousness be considered idolatry? 
- It involves worshiping the creation rather than the Creator – Matt. 6:24 

 
How do you recognize an idol in your life?  
- Though not God, we serve it as though it were  
- We would sin to get it 
- We give it the priority of our time, money, and attention 
- It determines our decisions 
- It determines our happiness 

 
Deceptive, empty words – Matt. 7:22-23, 20 
A few words on assurance - 2 Peter 1:5-11 
- What gives us assurance that we are forgiven? 

 
- What are the proper and improper functions of lack of assurance? 

 
7-8  You were darkness     
 Darkness is a metaphor for: 

- Evil - 2 Cor. 6:14  
- Ignorance - Luke 1:76-79 
- Hiding - John 3:19-21 
- Despair – Is. 9:1-3 
- Death and Hell – Jude 12-13 

 
Now you are light – how did this happen?  Genesis 1:2b-3 

 
Light is a metaphor for:  

- Righteousness 
- Understanding 
- Openness 
- Joy 
- Life & heaven & the presence of God – Rev. 22:5 
- Jesus – John 8:12 

 
Walking in the light adorns the Gospel – Titus 2:10; Phil. 2:14-16 

 
9 The fruit of the light 
10 try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. (ESV) 

Trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord  (NASB) 
*Proving what is well-pleasing to the Lord (Young’s literal translation) 



 
• As believers, we really can please the Lord – Phil. 4:18; Heb. 13:16,20-21, Phil. 2:12-

13 
 

• By walking in the light (living it out), we test, prove, verify, and affirm (to ourselves 
and others) what is pleasing to God. – John 7:17 

 
11  Do not participate, but expose – show them for what they are 
 
12  Exposing without speaking of them? - Phil. 2:14-16a 
 
13  Exposure can: 

- Show them for what they are 
- Be used to transform them into light 

 
14  "Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you." 

Believers or Unbelievers? 
 


