
 

 

The Husband in Relationship with His Wife 
(Ephesians 5:25-33b) 

 
24  But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in 
everything. 

• Everything is a strong word and shouldn’t be quickly thrown out…  
• but bounded by a Scriptural context: not when told to sin by omission or commission 
• doesn’t exclude consultation, input, independent thinking - Prov. 31:14-28 

 
“as” - Wives being subject to their husbands is to be a beautiful picture of the church being 
subject to Christ  

1. Fueled by faith and love – based on trust, not always sight:  
a. Even in our obedience to Christ 
b. Certainly, in a wife’s subjection to her flawed husband – 1 Cor. 13:4-8 
 

2. Glad and thankful, not grudging and complaining (this is the one God has 
given you to make you more like Jesus – Rom. 8:28-29).   
 

3. 33b and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.  
 

25 Husbands, love your wives 
What? – agape love – a sacrificial love that represents an act of the will (ideally fueled 
by affections) which consistently seeks the other’s highest good, and is given whether or 
not it is received or returned. 

 
In what way? – Like Christ 

Who loved the church and gave Himself up - Self-sacrificial – it’s not too late 
to start or progress 

 
for her – don’t be self-centered in your self-sacrifice 

 
26  so that… 

For what purpose?  
1. Positional Sanctification: having cleansed her by the washing of water 

with the word, - Titus 3:5-7 
      Cleansed by responding to the spoken Gospel – John 15:3; Rom. 10:13-15 
                            Cleansed by baptism? – 1 Peter 3:21; Rev. 1:5 
 

2. Practical Sanctification - That He might sanctify her - set her apart from 
sin and to God positionally and practically – Heb. 10:10,14 

 
27        3.   Present the church to Himself 

a. In all her glory 
b. With no spot or wrinkle or any such thing 
c. Holy and blameless 

 



 

 

28-30 Why?      Doing so is like loving your own body/yourself  
a.         So nourish her:  

Spiritually 
Emotionally 
Relationally 
Physically 
 

b. And cherish her - warming by closeness.  
 

c. As Christ nourishes and cherishes the church 
 
31 What should this look like? 

      1.   Leave  
 
      2.   Cleave – emotionally, physically, spiritually, loyally, relationally 

 
32        Christ and the church. 
 
33   Husbands, love your wife as yourself and  
 

The wife must see to it that she respects her husband. 
 

 

 


