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Lesson #17 – God’s Providence 
The word “Providence” does not occur in Scripture referring to God, and yet this doctrine is extremely well 
documented in Scripture.  Providence means a comprehensive sustenance of the created order by God.  It 
consists of three general categories of gracious sustenance.  This attribute is a fuller delineation of God’s 
Immanence and His sovereignty which we covered in Lessons #11 & #13.   
 

NOTE:  Much of this material is based on Dr. Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology; pp. 315-354 
 

I.  Definition of God’s Providence 
God is continually involved with His created order such that His purpose is carried out throughout history.  
He graciously employs His own laws of nature which He created to accomplish His own purpose in the lives 
of His people. 
 

Providence is the doctrine that God is continually involved with all created things in such a way that He:  
(1)  Preservation:  God keeps all things existing and maintaining the properties with which He created 

them. 
Discussion:  Gravity does not suddenly change in strength or direction.  Chemicals do not 
suddenly react differently than they ever have before.  Weather is predictable.  Food sustains us.  
Seeds grow when put in the correct environment.   
 

The laws of nature are God’s laws and He ensures that they serve us when we discover them and 
follow them.  To ignore them is to ignore God’s lawful plan for our lives.   

 

(2)  Concurrence:  God cooperates with created things in every action, directing their distinctive 
properties to cause them to act as they do. 

Discussion:  God uses the properties with which He created all things to accomplish His will and 
His purpose.   
1st   God knows the properties of all things. 
2nd  God created all things with the properties that He intended in order to accomplish His 

purposes. 
3rd  God directs all created things to accomplish His eternal purpose without fail.   
 

Here is an expansion of Preservation alone, which can lead to the concept behind the heresy of 
Deism. 
 

Eph 1:9-13  He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which 
He purposed in Him 10with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that 
is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.  In 
Him 11also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His 
purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 12to the end that we who were the 
first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.      NASU 

 

This Concurrence of God includes:   
1)  Inanimate Creation:  weather, rocks, oceans, seismic events, etc.   
 

2)  Living Things:  bacteria, viruses, plants, mammals, fish, birds, etc.   
 

3)  Chance: apparent chaotic or random events.  
Prov 16:33  The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD. 
 

4)  Both Events that are Fully Caused by God and Fully Caused by Creatures -  which football 
team wins;  if an alpha predator happens to attack and eat a particular person;  when a 
terrorist kills 49 people out of 300 persons present;  a freshmen flunking out of college;  a 
lifelong heavy smoker dies of lung cancer;  etc.     and 

 

5)  The Affairs of Nations:  God is in absolute charge of nations! 
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Dan 4:34-35  But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and 
my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who 
lives forever;  For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from 
generation to generation.  35All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but 
He does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and 
no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, 'What have You done?'  

 

 (3)  Government:  God directs all created things to fulfill His own purpose(s).   
Discussion:  He changes whatever He would regarding His own laws of nature to accomplish His 
purpose (miracles).  His purpose might be that an ill man might be healed and live, or that a well 
man might fall ill and die, or that a miracle might occur to move a lost man to turn to Christ and 
repent.  God willfully and fully can and does intercede in the progress of history in order to 
accomplish His own will. 

 

 God can and does change the will of man (righteous or wicked) so that man (willingly or 
unwillingly) cooperates (according to his own nature) in accomplishing God’s will and purpose. 

 

Prov 21:1-2  The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it 
wherever He wishes.  2Every man's way is right in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the hearts.  

 

Categorical Discussions: 
Is this an Existential or a Relational Category?  This doctrine is relational in nature.  It describes how 
God interacts with and relates to His created universe and all that it contains. 

 

Is this an Incommunicable or a Communicable Category?  This doctrine is mostly an incommunicable 
attribute in that there is no direct command to humans (saints) to mimic such providence.   
 

In the sense that Adam was commanded to have dominion of the earth, one might consider this attribute as 
communicable, but it is a weak argument.  Human’s dominion of the world is deeply flawed due to the 
Fall.  (See Romans 8:18-25)  Nevertheless, our labor for the LORD is intended to supplement His 
providence in the world.  It pleases Him to use His saints to bring glory and fulfillment to His plans! 

 

Problem Statement:  When we fail to understand the scope of God’s sovereignty, we misjudge His 
sovereign and gracious management of all that we need and depend on.   

 

It is impossible to be grateful to God for things that we don’t know about.  Since His providence is clearly 
taught in great detail in Scriptures, then for us Christians, it would be wicked and ungrateful to not praise 
God for His works of providence. 

 

If we children of God (saints) do not remain aware of God’s providential provision for us and for His 
church in His broad providential direction of all things, then how can we possibly trust God to - - - know 
that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose.? Rom 8:28   

 

II.  Logic and Importance of God’s Providence 
Regarding God’s “normal” Providential work: 
When I drink water, it is excellent that it is water, and not gasoline! 
When I step off of a step, it is glorious that gravity pulls me down so that I can continue to walk. 
When we build a bridge, the structure and the materials determine its strength with great precision because 
of God’s work of Concurrence in Providence.  (Discuss a theory of Hell. – Nothing works!) 
 

Consequences of God’s Providence:  The environment (in this universe) in which we live out our faith is a 
predictable environment that we should never take for granted, but rather should be thankful for.   
 

Historicity of God’s Providence:  God’s Providence has been recognized from the earliest periods of 
Scriptural revelation.  It has also been understood that God’s providence extends to all things including 
wicked men and wicked rulers.  They are all subject to the blessings of God’s providence! 
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Prov 16:4  The Lord has made everything for its own purpose, even the wicked for the day of evil.  
 

III.  Scriptural Basis of God’s Providence 
Some verses pertinent to this goal of knowing of God’s Providence: 
 

Dan 3:13-18  Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and anger gave orders to bring Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego; then these men were brought before the king.  14Nebuchadnezzar responded and said to 
them,  "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the 
golden image that I have set up?  15"Now if you are ready, at the moment you hear the sound of the 
horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery and bagpipe and all kinds of music, to fall down and worship the 
image that I have made, very well.  But if you do not worship, you will immediately be cast into the 
midst of a furnace of blazing fire; and what god is there who can deliver you out of my hands?"  

 

     16Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give 
you an answer concerning this matter.  17If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  18But even if He does not, 
let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image 
that you have set up."  

 

Job 9:2-12  In truth I know that this is so; but how can a man be in the right before God?  3If one wished 
to dispute with Him, he could not answer Him once in a thousand times.  4Wise in heart and mighty in 
strength, who has defied Him without harm?  5It is God who removes the mountains, they know not 
how, when He overturns them in His anger;  6Who shakes the earth out of its place, and its pillars 
tremble;  7Who commands the sun not to shine, and sets a seal upon the stars;  8Who alone stretches 
out the heavens and tramples down the waves of the sea;  9Who makes the Bear, Orion and the 
Pleiades, and the chambers of the south;  10Who does great things, unfathomable, and wondrous 
works without number.  11Were He to pass by me, I would not see Him; were He to move past me, I 
would not perceive Him.  12Were He to snatch away, who could restrain Him?  Who could say to Him, 
'What are You doing?'  

 

Job 12:16-25  With Him are strength and sound wisdom, the misled and the misleader belong to Him. 
17He makes counselors walk barefoot and makes fools of judges.  18He loosens the bond of kings and 
binds their loins with a girdle.  19He makes priests walk barefoot and overthrows the secure ones.  
20He deprives the trusted ones of speech and takes away the discernment of the elders.  21He pours 
contempt on nobles and loosens the belt of the strong.  22He reveals mysteries from the darkness and 
brings the deep darkness into light.  23He makes the nations great, then destroys them; He enlarges 
the nations, then leads them away.  24He deprives of intelligence the chiefs of the earth's people and 
makes them wander in a pathless waste.  25They grope in darkness with no light, and He makes them 
stagger like a drunken man.  

 

Ps 2:1-6  Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain thing?  2The kings of the 
earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against His Anointed, 
saying, 3 “Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!"  4He who sits in the 
heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them.  5Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them 
in His fury, saying, 6"But as for Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain."  

 

Ps 19:1-4  The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His 
hands.  2Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.  3There is no speech, 
nor are there words; their voice is not heard.  4Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their 
utterances to the end of the world.   

 

Ps 33:6-12  By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all their 
host.  7He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deeps in storehouses.  8Let 
all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.  9For He spoke, 
and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.  10The Lord nullifies the counsel of the nations; He 
frustrates the plans of the peoples.  11The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of His heart 
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from generation to generation.  12Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom He 
has chosen for His own inheritance.  

 

Matt 5:43-46  You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your 
enemy.   44But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  45so that you 
may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.         Such is God’s providence!! 

 

IV.  Important Points About God’s Providence 
1st  How God’s Providence Relates to Other Attributes   

Providence certainly relates to God’s Sovereignty, His Immutability, His Immanence, His Love, and 
His Wrath,   

 

2nd  Why God’s Providence is Important to Our Faith 
In God’s holy and righteous and caring providence, the church rests from anxiety and fear.  
Providence is found in God’s sovereign and loving purpose for His people.  Here, and only here, is 
the child of God’s confidence. 
  

3rd  Confessions or Creeds that Address God’s Providence   
The 1689 London Baptist Confession Chapter 5, Article 1. Of 7.  God the good Creator of all things, 
in His infinite power and wisdom doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all creatures and things, 
from the greatest even to the least, by His most wise and holy providence, to the end for the which 
they were created, according unto His infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counsel 
of His own will; to the praise of the glory of His wisdom, power, justice, infinite goodness, and 
mercy. 
 

4th  Errors/Heresies that Deny God’s Providence   
The denial of providence occurs substantively in Deism, Theological Liberalism (Process Theology), 
untrained Evangelicalism, and in Evangelicalism’s Open Theism, and in every one of man’s invented 
religions. 

Important Quotes About God’s Providence 
 

What comfort, joy, and strength believers receive from the truths of divine providence.  Nowhere else are 
we given such assurance that the One who perfectly knows the past, present, and future, the One whose 
wisdom can never be challenged or excelled, the One whose power reigns and accomplishes all that He 
wills, governs all the affairs of creation, fulfilling in all respects what He alone knows is good, wise, and 
best.  What may seem to us as "accidents" are no such things in the universe governed by the providence of 
the true and living God.  Prayers may be directed to this mighty and reigning King knowing that while He 
tenderly and compassionately hears the cries of His people, He "sits" in the unique position of knowing 
perfectly what is best and possessing unthwarted power to bring to pass what He wills.  The world is not 
spinning out of control; in fact, not one atom or despot or demon acts in any respect to hinder the 
fulfillment of what God has eternally ordained.  To know this God, and better to be known by Him (Gal. 
4:9a), is to enter into the security and confidence of a lifetime of trust in His never-failing arms.     
                                                                     Bruce Ware;  God's Greater Glory;  p. 15 
 

We must leave room for mystery in God's ways.  Some things will always remain unexplained.  Why God 
does or does not choose to heal is ultimately subject to his wisdom and sovereign purposes.  Why God 
chooses to heal in part or in whole, now or later, this person but not that one, is often beyond our capacity 
to understand.  Resist the tendency to replace divine mystery with human formulas.                                  
                                                                     Sam Storms; from The Healing Ministry of Jesus; 11/8/06 

 

What is fate?   Fate is this – Whatever is, must be.  But there is a difference between that and Providence.  
Providence says, "Whatever God ordains, must be"; but the wisdom of God never ordains anything without 
a purpose.  Everything in this world is working for some great end.  Fate does not say that. . . . There is all 
the difference between fate and Providence that there is between a man with good eyes and a blind man.                
            Charles Spurgeon; A Sermon (No. 3114)  Published on Thursday, October 15th, 1908, Section IX 


