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Theology Proper – Bad Things, Good People 
(Week 1)
Why do bad things happen to good people? If God is sovereign and could stop all the pain, suffering and evil in the world, 
why doesn’t he? What about the innocent folks? The people who’ve never heard about God, the unbelievers without a 
chance. How could a loving God condemn them to an eternity of torment if they never had a chance to repent?

Have you heard these or questions like these from friends, family, neighbors or coworkers? Have you had these questions 
yourself? Maybe even now you’re struggling with them. These are deep waters but it’s critically important for us to be able to 
tread through them and discover our grounding in Scripture not necessarily to fully understand but to sufficiently understand. 
We should have sufficient answers, answers we can rest in that grow our faith and stabilize our testimony in a world this is 
deeply broken and terribly wicked.

Christianity is compelling from so many angles but if it stumbles and fails at any point it’s ultimately worthless and holds no 
true power for the conversion of souls or the bending of our wills into conformity with it’s commands. 

If believing in a good sovereign God only really works in Maryville TN in the relatively trivial problems we face but entirely 
breaks down in truly dark corners of the world then I want nothing to do with it and would far prefer to live my life how I see fit 
to die in misery in my own way.

Within these arguments and resolutions lie life’s most challenging truths and vast concepts. In order to fully put our minds at 
ease we must mentally scale the sheer holiness and vastness of God and plunge to the bottom of sin and the complete 
corruption of our nature.

Far too many folks and even Christians, especially Christians, recoil in fear of exploring such a volume and range of thought, 
resigning themselves to a life of pressing their minds deeper and deeper into the sand, never able to truly understand and 
accept the macro economics of God’s economy.

Friends this is the #1 question and opposition unbelievers will pose. No question has choked out more eternal life than this, 
but do not fear it. Expand your mind, walk with me down these disturbing paths and by God’s grace might we emerge in faith 
on the other end with a sufficient understanding of the goodness of God and the badness of man.

My aim over the next three weeks is not to unpack this fully but rather sufficiently. It is my true heart’s desire that each one of 
you walk away from these next three weeks as a believer, but if not that at least understanding exactly what you are rejecting 
and under no veil of misinformation as you gamble your soul away into the vast unmitigated wrath of God against your sin.

Many of you are true believers already, and in that I rejoice, but many of you are not. It is my earnest plea to the Lord that 
those who are as yet unrepentant and not yet covered by the blood of Christ these next three weeks would be the conduit of 
awakening unto salvation. Don’t let these next three weeks just be three more weeks. These next three weeks we wrestle.

I was saved by grace through faith a few days before my 4th birthday, about the same age as my son Erik. I didn’t know much 
but I knew I had done evil things and that God had wrath aimed against me to kill me but that in His love he sent his only son 
Jesus to die a gruesome death as my substitute so the fate I deserved I would not receive. I was shown mercy because 
Jesus was shown wrath.

I hadn’t done much either good or bad. I didn’t know much of the evil of the world. I didn’t know much of the greatness, glory 
and holiness of God. Yet I knew enough to repent and in the Lord’s kindness and mercy, he saved me.
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Fast forward a number of years and I was living a good, if somewhat self-righteous life, but I was wrestling. I was still a sinner. 
I wrestled with lying, lust and pride every day. My entire conscious life I’ve been believer yet I could not keep myself from 
sinning every single day. I was covered in a veneer of righteousness, many good things, daily Bible reading, memorization, 
hours spent in prayer, evangelism with coworkers, serving in our church, tithing, a pursuit of purity and holiness in my speech 
and conduct. Good things. 

And yet I told lies to keep myself out of trouble and shame, I allowed my eyes to rest and mind to wander in wicked ways and 
through it all I was convinced I was one of the world’s prime young Christians destined for greatness. Revelation speaks of 
two evangelistic witnesses who get murdered and then rise again to glory and I figured it would be reasonable for one of 
those two to be me. You think I’m kidding. I’m not.

I was tormented by these tensions in my teen years. The Spirit being grieved day by day and my mind entirely unable to rest 
in my salvation for how could someone saved fail so often? For me this all came to a head on a single day while I was praying 
and walking in the woods out behind our house. I was entirely overwhelmed with my sinfulness and complete inability to 
defeat it. I don’t cry much but I was weeping on my knees unable to say anything more than “I can’t do it, I can’t do it, I can’t 
do it”. A verse I had memorized and often even felt arrogance over came to mind:

📖 Psalm 118:17 
17 I will not die, but live, And tell of the works of the Lord.

Above my dark anguish this singular light arose. Rest. You aren’t going to die. I have chosen life for you. You and I both know 
you don’t deserve it, so stop trying to earn it, stop trying to keep it. Live! Enjoy! Rejoice! Testify of the works of the Lord. The 
death of Christ was not your second chance to live righteously in your own strength. Stop trying. Rest, trust and get busy 
telling others about the mercy and goodness of God. I can truly say from that moment on I have been different. Not sinless, 
though I do sin less, I’ve stopped trying. Stopped trying to be sinless, stopped trying to please the Lord by proving my own 
worth and strength and rather striving with all my might to magnify the Savior who would choose to save someone as wicked 
as me.

What does that story have to do with our question at hand about bad things and good people? Did you expect to hear some 
story about some terrible thing I’d done or suffered? You see that’s just it. You did, but you missed it. I was the bad thing, and 
God was the good person.

You see all of our problems in one way or another distill down into just two problems. We don’t view God as good as he is and 
we don’t view sin as bad as it is. And that is the beauty of our theological problem statement at hand. It cuts out all the cruft 
and gets down to the bare metal of the real problems. Good and Evil. God and Man. When asking why do bad things happen 
to good people. We have no right to ask that question or seek to answer it until we rightly view what is bad and what is good. 
We cannot pass the baton of blame onto God for the things he ordains and allows until we have in our mind clearly and rightly 
just how good God is and just how bad we are.

Here clearly the declaration of God over Man
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📖 Romans 3:10–18 
10 as it is written, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 
11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 
12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES 
GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE.” 
13 “THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE, WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP DECEIVING,” “THE POISON OF 
ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS”; 
14 “WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS”; 
15 “THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, 
16 DESTRUCTION AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS, 
17 AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN.” 
18 “THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES.”

So, to begin then with the ending, where we must arrive at today and every day is:

🔥 The complete holiness of God requires the eternal torment of an entirely sinful mankind. He saves those who 
repent but the rest experience the curse of being sinful forever.

Over the next three weeks we’ll look closely at three aspects while unpacking the question of why bad things happen to good 
people.

1. Bad Things

To begin we’ll look at the idea of bad things. What’s really bad? What’s worse? Where did all this badness come from? 
What is the cause? What is the solution?

2. Good People

Next week we’ll explore the idea of good people. How is good? What makes them that way? Why would God allow or 
cause bad things to happen to them?

3. God’s Will

Finally we’ll wrap it all up as best we’re able with a closer look at the character and nature of God and how it is he’s able 
to get anything good done at all in such a bad world.

Bad Things
I’m not going to sugar coat it, I’m not going to dumb it down or soften the edges. Friends the Bible paints a dark and damning 
picture for humanity and for all the other things it says and all the mercy and kindness and goodness of God don’t you ever 
forget that the wages of sin is death and it is not annihilation or a ceasing to exist it is an eternal burning torment. Hell is no 
mercy for the unbeliever. Whatever atrocities man can commit against man, whatever evils, pain and anguish, the fires of hell 
will leave each of its occupants longing for any other existence or experience.

If you don’t believe me you don’t believe your Bible. Your believing in a God who does not exist. 
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📖 Matthew 25:41–46 
41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been 
prepared for the devil and his angels; 
42 for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; 
43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did 
not visit Me.’ 
44 “Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, 
or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’ 
45 “Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to Me.’ 
46 “These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

📖 Matthew 13:47–51 
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; 
48 and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into 
containers, but the bad they threw away. 
49 “So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked from among the righteous, 
50 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to Him, “Yes.”

📖 Luke 16:19–31 
19 “Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living in splendor every 
day. 
20 “And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, 
21 and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man’s table; besides, even the dogs were 
coming and licking his sores. 
22 “Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the rich man also died 
and was buried. 
23 “In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom. 
24 “And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.’ 
25 “But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus 
bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony. 
26 ‘And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to come over 
from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.’ 
27 “And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, that you send him to my father’s house— 
28 for I have five brothers—in order that he may warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 
29 “But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 
30 “But he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!’ 
31 “But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone 
rises from the dead.’ ”
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📖 Revelation 20:11–15 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, 
and no place was found for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the 
books, according to their deeds. 
13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and 
they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 
14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

So much of the problem of this problem lies in our perspective and perception in the fact that we’re finite, human and bearing 
the pain of the curse for our sin. We’re trying to reason from within the fiery furnace of our just desserts how we shouldn’t be 
here. The fact of the matter is we’re right where we deserve to be. The deepest, darkest evils and pains of the world ought to 
awaken us to the depth and seriousness of sin not cause us to doubt in the nature and character of a God who offers to 
rescue us. God sits outside the inferno of our sin and casts to us Christ a savior whom we are all to quick to kick aside 
shaking our fist at Him for the flames we ourselves lit. How foolish!

In reality it’s quite simple

📖 Genesis 2:16–17 
16 The Lord God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 
17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will 
surely die.”

God gave a command with a consequence. We broke the command so we get the consequence.

📖 Deuteronomy 28:15–19 
15 “But it shall come about, if you do not obey the LORD your God, to observe to do all His commandments and 
His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you: 
16 “Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country. 
17 “Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 
18 “Cursed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground, the increase of your herd and the 
young of your flock. 
19 “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.

And it goes on and on. Disobedience brings the curse of death, suffering, anguish and all manner of bad and evil upon us. In 
this as humans lies the hope of allowing this suffering to bring us to repentance and salvation but should we spurn it there is 
no end to the payment for our sins in our suffering for it. Infinite holiness requires eternal punishment.

The world is a mess, a cess pool of bad and evil people, terrible turns of event and unimaginable human pain and suffering. 
Don’t let the terror and horror of it cause your heart to grow cold towards a sovereign God who loves us. Rather let it sober 
your thoughts towards that same God’s holiness and wrath against our rebellion and sin. God knew exactly the untold horrors 
he was unleashing on his beloved mankind when he cursed us for our rebellion in the garden. What murders, rape, 
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infanticide, suffocation, torture, fear, anxiety, stubbed toes, genocide, mental and physical abuses. He saw it all and cursed us 
anyway because sin is that serious and his holiness that great.

Does this disturb you? Then you have not dwelt long enough on the eternal dwelling place for unbelievers. Hell, that place of 
weeping and gnashing of teeth, that place of such suffering that in comparison any earthly suffering would be preferred. There 
is no wrath like God’s wrath, no torment like the torment of eternal burning under the fiery wrath of God against those who 
remain in their sin. God’s holiness is that great and sin is that terrible.

📖 Hebrews 10:26–31 
26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for 
sins, 
27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE 
ADVERSARIES. 
28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and 
has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of 
grace? 
30 For we know Him who said, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY.” And again, “THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS 
PEOPLE.” 
31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Do you judge God unfair, cruel? Do you view man as deserving better? We are his creatures for him to do with as pleases 
him. He is God, he is that great.

An understanding, appreciation for and acceptance of God as Creator is fundamental if we’re ever to find peace in the answer 
to the question of evil and good. God made us to glorify him, to experience his attributes and worship. This is true of all 
created things however not just mankind. Fish, stars, stones and angels were all created and exist to magnify and radiate the 
glory of God back to God. The outrageous thing is not that bad, terrible, unspeakable things happen to those who dare to step 
outside that purpose but that God would choose to offer mercy on us at all. Think of the angels, there is no mercy or 
forgiveness offered for them. There is no sacrifice for their rebellion. It is a unique and precious mercy of God that anything 
good could ever befall us after Genesis 3.

Do you not wish to be judged as your sins deserve to descend into eternal torment? Repent and trust in Christ! Do you not 
wish to see your friends and loved ones suffer the same fate? Evangelize! Plead their case in prayer with the Lord and share 
the gospel.

📖 Ezekiel 18:32 
32 “For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies,” declares the Lord GOD. “Therefore, repent and live.”

The wrath of God against sin is not unreasonable, out of control, it is decisive, intentional, purposeful and powerful. God’s 
anger is not emotional expression it is the action of the eradication of evil. In his mercy there are two ways to pay. Rebel and 
pay yourself by your own eternal death or repent and have your price paid by eternal Christ.

So then, week 1, why do bad things happen to good people? Because we deserve it, we chose it, mankind is cursed until 
Christ returns to suffer as a species for our collective and individual sins. We’re not good and we don’t know the half of the 
bad that awaits those who do not repent. The real bad is our rebellion against God and all resulting consequential suffering, 
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from a stubbed toe to the eternal fires of hell is a payment we’ve earned and deserve. The greatest good then is the offer of 
forgiveness and salvation from the consequences of our rebellion by the payment of Christ on the cross. So repent, turn to 
the good, merciful, loving God.

🔥 The complete holiness of God requires the eternal torment of an entirely sinful mankind. He saves those who 
repent but the rest experience the curse of being sinful forever.

📖 “Therefore, repent and live.”

I plead with you, accept His mercy, repent and live.

📖 Romans 6:23 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

As I plead with my son nearly every day, do not be foolish, why would you perish? Why accept the wages for your sin? You’re 
killing yourself, you are walking yourself off into the fire, why? There is a free gift of God offered just for you, eternal life, 
offered by Christ Jesus himself, why would you spurn that to tumble into your fiery eternity? Why?


