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Lesson #22 – God’s Jealousy 2322 

The Scriptures speak of God’s jealousy which can be confusing to we humans.  Our jealousy is almost always 
sinful and a weakness within us.  How can a perfectly holy and righteous God have a weak and sinful attribute 
like jealousy?  What are we missing here? 
 

I.  Definition of God’s Jealousy 
Jealousy:   1. A fearful or wariness of being supplanted; apprehensive of loss of position or affection.             

2.  Resentful or bitter in rivalry, envious.  The American Heritage Dictionary   
 

Divine Jealousy – God is deeply committed to seeking His own honor amongst His created beings.  He is 
not fearful, but rather is earnestly protective and watchful that men and angels would 
acknowledge Him in all of His glory.  There is no fear nor insufficiency in God in the matter of 
His own glory, just an absolute expectation that men of integrity and virtue would have to  
honor and glorify Him for who He is and for what He has done in His mighty works.   

                              Derived from Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem. - Ch 12;  Section C;  Item 12; p. 205 
 

Categorical Discussions: 
Is this an Existential or a Relational Category?  God’s jealousy is a relational category.  Before the 
creation of angels or men, there would be no basis for being earnestly protective or watchful of angels or 
men to acknowledge God’s glory in return.   

 

Is this an Incommunicable or a Communicable Category?  Although we have jealousy regarding how 
others view and treat us, that is not a communicable attribute of God.  Our jealousy of this type is a 
weakness founded on fear and feelings of insufficiency.   
 

For this to be a communicable attribute with God, it would be expressed as an earnest concern that others 
would likewise honor God and that we would be an example to them of honoring God.  I am sure that this 
is a reasonable, expected, and righteous application of this type of jealousy in our lives. 

 

Problem Statement:  Here is an attribute that is seldom thought of regarding God.  In the modern 
democratic west, we do not practice the jealousy regarding honor towards great men that might have 
been practiced in past times.  We are always looking forward to learn new things, not often enough 
reflecting on the lives of truly honorable men of the past. 

 

Although John Bunyon, Charles Spurgeon, and Charles Whitfield are mere men who had weaknesses and 
foibles, nevertheless, they are men that we can look to in honor for what they can teach us about the 
Christian life.   
 

Think back over your life and try to remember someone from whom you learned by their life and/or 
teaching how to be a better Christian.  Always discern their lives by the Word of God and dare not lift 
them up too high, but there is much to learn from Christian men and women of honor as to how to serve 
our Lord.   

 
II.  Logic and Importance of God’s Jealousy 

God is entirely and perfectly glorious beyond our imagination.   
 

Nothing that we humans can do or say reduces or in any way impacts His glory. 
 

We human beings are created in His image for the very purpose of worshipping Him in His glory. 
 

Our rebellion and enmity against God and His glory is entirely sinful and counter to His gracious purpose 
in creating us as His image bearers.  
 

God’s jealousy is about His glory.  It is not out of fear or uncertainty about His own glory, but rather is a 
Holy and Righteous response to our wickedness, disobedience, and ingratitude and the motive of God’s 
holy and righteous wrath. 
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It is entirely appropriate to fear God’s jealousy and to obey and worship Him, not out of obligation, but 
because that obedience and worship is an entirely logical obligation to acknowledging who God really is. 

 

Consequences of God’s Jealousy   
Because of God’s jealousy, we are obligated: 

•  Not to supplant God with any kind of idol*. 
•  To ascribe to Him all glory and all majesty. 
•  To direct all of our worship (from the Old English “worthscip”) toward Him.  To declare Him 

worthy of all praise, and all love, and all gratitude, and all obedience, and all service. 
•  Worship is the entire acknowledgement of God’s worthiness to be King of all kings, Lord of all 

lords, and sovereign over all created things. 
 

*An “idol” is anything or any idea or any behavior to which we ascribe great value and/or great 
love.  If that valuation or love towards that thing or idea or behavior approaches our value or love 
towards God, then we are idolaters. 

 

Our worship of God is our highest calling, our greatest obligation, and reflects the principle purpose for 
why we were created in God’s image in the first place. 

 

Historicity of God’s Jealousy   
This understanding that God does not share His glory with another is a concept that has been known by 
believers since the earliest days of written Scripture within the scholars of Judaism and within the 
Christian church.   

 
III.  Scriptural Basis of God’s Jealousy 
    Unless otherwise indicated, all Scriptures are quoted from the New American Standard Updated version (NASU) 

Some verses pertinent to this goal of knowing of God’s Jealousy: 
 

Ex 20:4-6  You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  5You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the 
Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and 
the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who 
love Me and keep My commandments.  

 

Ex 34:11-14  Be sure to observe what I am commanding you this day: behold, I am going to drive out the 
Amorite before you, and the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite.  12Watch 
yourself that you make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land into which you are going, or it 
will become a snare in your midst.  13But rather, you are to tear down their altars and smash their 
sacred pillars and cut down their Asherim 14— for you shall not worship any other god, for the Lord, 
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God —  

 

Deut 4:21-24  Now the Lord was angry with me on your account, and swore that I would not cross the 
Jordan, and that I would not enter the good land which the Lord your God is giving you as an 
inheritance.  22For I will die in this land, I shall not cross the Jordan, but you shall cross and take 
possession of this good land.  23So watch yourselves, that you do not forget the covenant of the Lord 
your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a graven image in the form of anything 
against which the Lord your God has commanded you.  24For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, 
a jealous God.  

 

Deut 5:8-10  You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on 
the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  9You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, 
the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and on the 
third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 10but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to 
those who love Me and keep My commandments.  

 

Deut 29:19-21  It shall be when he hears the words of this curse, that he will boast, saying, 'I have peace 
though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart in order to destroy the watered land with the dry.  20The 
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Lord shall never be willing to forgive him, but rather the anger of the Lord and His jealousy will 
burn against that man, and every curse which is written in this book will rest on him, and the Lord 
will blot out his name from under heaven.  21Then the Lord will single him out for adversity from all 
the tribes of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant which are written in this book of the 
law.  

 

Josh 24:18-23  The Lord drove out from before us all the peoples, even the Amorites who lived in the 
land.  “We also will serve the Lord, for He is our God.”  19Then Joshua said to the people, "You will 
not be able to serve the Lord, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your 
transgression or your sins.  20If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do 
you harm and consume you after He has done good to you."  21The people said to Joshua, "No, but we 
will serve the Lord."  22Joshua said to the people, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have 
chosen for yourselves the Lord, to serve Him."  And they said, "We are witnesses."  23"Now therefore, 
put away the foreign gods which are in your midst, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of 
Israel." 

 

Isa 42:6-9  I am the Lord, I have called You in righteousness, I will also hold You by the hand and watch 
over You, and I will appoint You as a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations, 7to open blind 
eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon and those who dwell in darkness from the prison.  

   8I am the Lord, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, nor My praise to graven 
images. 9Behold, the former things have come to pass, now I declare new things; before they spring 
forth I proclaim them to you."  

 

Nah 1:2-3  A jealous and avenging God is the Lord; the Lord is avenging and wrathful.  The Lord 
takes vengeance on His adversaries, and He reserves wrath for His enemies.  3The Lord is slow to 
anger and great in power, and the Lord will by no means leave the guilty unpunished.  In whirlwind 
and storm is His way, and clouds are the dust beneath His feet.  

 

Zeph 1:17-18  I will bring distress on men so that they will walk like the blind, because they have sinned 
against the Lord; and their blood will be poured out like dust and their flesh like dung.  18Neither their 
silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them on the day of the Lord's wrath; and all the earth will 
be devoured in the fire of His jealousy, for He will make a complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of 
all the inhabitants of the earth. 

 

Zech 8:1-3  Then the word of the Lord of hosts came, saying, 2"Thus says the Lord of hosts, 'I am 
exceedingly jealous for Zion, yes, with great wrath I am jealous for her.'  3"Thus says the Lord, 'I 
will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.  Then Jerusalem will be called the City of 
Truth, and the mountain of the Lord of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.' 

 
IV.  Important Points About God’s Jealousy 

1st  How God’s Jealousy Relates to Other Attributes 
Clearly God’s jealousy is related to His glory (our failure to recognize), resulting in His wrath 
(because we fail to recognize His glory).   
 

2nd  Why God’s Jealousy  is Important to Our Faith 
It is important that we truly acknowledge God’s great glory not only in our weekly worship, but 
continually throughout our lives.  We do not want to arouse God’s jealousy.   
 

When we lift up things of this world higher than God, we have crossed the line.  When we fail to 
know and remember who God is in all of His glory and majesty, we are failing to live a life of 
grateful worship and we compromise our love towards God. 
  

3rd  Confessions or Creeds that Address God’s Jealousy 
None 
 

4th  Errors/Heresies that Deny God’s Jealousy 
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Modern liberalism, Biblically weak Evangelical Churches, pluralistic religions of the world who 
deny God’s holy wrath, and untrained Evangelicals who deny the Jealousy as an attribute of the 
Holy and Righteous God.   
 

Important Quotes About God’s Jealousy 
 

How, then, could anyone ever imagine that jealousy is found in Him?  The first step in answering this 
question is to make it clear that this is not a case of imagining anything.  Were we imagining a God then 
naturally we should ascribe to Him only characteristics which we admired, and jealousy would not enter 
the picture.  Nobody would imagine a jealous God, but we are not making up an idea of God by drawing on 
our imagination; we are seeking instead to listen to the word so Holy Scripture, in which God Himself tells 
us the truth about Himself.  For God our Creator, whom we could never have discovered by any exercise of 
imagination, has revealed Himself.  He has talked. He has spoken through many human agents and 
messengers - and supremely through His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.    J. I. Packer; Knowing God;  p. 167  
 
The Lord very frequently addresses us in the character of a husband. . . . As He performs all the offices of a 
true and faithful husband, so He requires love and chastity from us; that is, that we do not prostitute our 
souls to Satan . . . As the purer and chaster a husband is, the more grievously he is offended when he sees 
his wife inclining to a rival; so the Lord, who has betrothed us to Himself in truth, declares that He burns 
with the hottest jealousy whenever, neglecting the purity of His holy marriage, we defile ourselves with 
abominable lusts, and especially when the worship of His deity, which ought to have been most carefully 
kept unimpaired, is transferred to another, or adulterated with some superstition; since in this way we not 
only violate our plighted troth, but defile the nuptial couch, by giving access to adulterers                                                                           
.                                                                                John Calvin;  from Institutes, II, viii, 18 

 
God is sovereign and supreme over all. Were He to share His glory with other so-called gods, He would be 
elevating them to a position that would not be consistent with their true nature, and it likewise would be 
making Him untrue to His own nature—less than the preeminent God He is. He must be faithful to Himself 
and maintain His high and holy position, and He wants His creatures to attribute to Him that degree of 
honor. Basically, that is what He means when He says, “I shall be jealous for My holy name” (Ezekiel 
39:25). His jealousy does not grow out of insecurity, anxiety, frustration, covetousness, pride, or spite, as 
ours usually does. It is the natural and necessary by-product of His absolute sovereignty and infinite 
holiness. 
 

If God, by virtue of His essential being, must be jealous for His uniqueness and His supremacy above all, 
then those who know Him and want to please Him should be just as jealous for Him. If we are serious 
about our relationship with Him, we shall exalt Him above everyone and everything else in our lives; we 
shall be absolutely dedicated to living for His honor; we shall be zealously committed to doing His will. 
The primary goal of our lives will be to show the world that our God is the one true and living God—that 
He alone makes life meaningful and worthwhile.          

Richard L. Strauss; from The Joy of Knowing God a blog;  21. A Jealous God 
 
 


