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Lesson #8 – Interpretive Framework 4183-08 
 

I.  This Week’s Study Tool:  (5 minutes)   
 •  The New Dictionary of Theology by Sinclair Ferguson & David Wright by InterVarsity Press 
 •  Baker Theological Dictionary of the Bible by Walter Elwell by Baker Books 
 
II.  The Most Common Interpretive Error:   

“One does not hear God's word of grace in the Scriptures unless he has decided that this is the word he really  
needs and wants to hear.  He must decide that as he hears he is prepared to submit to the voice of God, to be 
judged by it, and to have it challenge all that he knows and intends.  He must understand that what he hears 
the Bible say can change his very life.   
 

Therefore, he cannot come to the New Testament as the disputer, the wise man, the judge over the word of 
God.  He can come only as the child who needs to be made wise by the Wisdom of God (I Cor. 1:18-31).”    

Glenn W. Barker, The New Testament Speaks (New York: Harper & Row);  p. 18 
 

    A.  Why do people misinterpret Scripture?  What are their principal errors? 
 

1st –  They go to Scripture not as discipline, but in crisis and they come desperate to “know” the answer(s) to 
their personal problem(s) and life issues.  They are by nature not grounded in truth, but come biased for 
an answer.  Their conclusion is that the Scripture is “irrelevant” to real life or they end up supplying 
their own answer (eisegesis vs. exegesis) and blame it on the Bible. 

          Eisegesis: The interpreter puts the meaning that he desires into the Scripture text.  ERROR!! 
          Exegesis:  The interpreter derives the meaning that God intended from the Scripture text.  Excellent!! 

 

2nd – They are impatient, they want the answer(s) now!  They have not trained themselves in the proper 
hermeneutics (interpretation) of Scripture, but they have a wrong-headed view of God, namely that 
God is there to serve them in their time of need. 

 

3rd -  They think of the Bible as an “Instruction Book” where all of life’s answers are found.  They have 
come to think of Scripture as a “Magic Charm” rather than a lifelong source of wisdom that must be 
mined out with diligent and consistent hard work.  They believe they can open their Bible anywhere 
in the text and God will providentially have their answer ready for them. 

 

4th -  Christians often lack enough faith to let Scripture challenge their presuppositions.  They have it 
all figured out and they don’t want to read or study anything that might upset their very weak faith.  
This is a common and crippling error for the Church. 

 

5th -  The Church has often failed to disciple new Christians in the Word.  Pastors have not taught the Word 
from the pulpit in depth.  They have cajoled and entertained, but they have not taught expositionally or 
systematically. They have often not taught people how to conform their minds to Scripture.  

 

Every time a preacher preaches, he is teaching his congregation how to interpret Scripture by 
example.  Either teaching them to be diligent with great integrity, or to be sloppy and lazy and grab 
any verse and make it say what you feel that you want it to say! 

 
Rom 12:1-2  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and 

holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove 
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.    NASU 

 

    B.  What are the most common interpretive Errors? 
 

1st –  Allegorizing without basis:  Instead of accepting the clear meaning, they allegorize to avoid accepting 
a truth that makes them uncomfortable. 

 

2nd -  Decontextualizing:  Taking Scripture verses out of their “immediate”, “local”, “book”, and “Bible” 
context.  Start thinking of Scripture as whole passages rather than just verses.  Always read the 
context of a passage that contains the verse in question. 
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3rd -  Selectivity:  Picking and choosing specific words, phrases, and verses while ignoring numerous other 
passages.  Missing the “Meta-narratives” and “Biblical Themes.”  This ignores our central proposition 
about Scripture, namely that it is “God’s verbal, plenary, inspired revelation to mankind.” 

 

4th -  False Combination:  Selecting elements within a Scriptural passage and misapplying them resulting in 
claiming a message that Scripture did not intend. 

 

5th -  Redefinition:  Redefining the clear meaning of Scripture so that it does not apply to you, your family, 
your Church, or your friends.  Letting your personal preferences and/or biases affect your 
interpretation! 

 

6th -  Extra-Canonical Authority:  Using some extra key to Scripture to derive its real meaning (other than 
the clear meaning of the text).  i.e. Bible Codes;  Poor Commentaries;  untested doctrines;  popular 
Christian books;  cultural psychobabble; etc. 

 
III.  Interpretive Frameworks: 

A.  Dispensational vs. Reformed/Covenant   
    -  What to do with the promises to Israel in the Old Testament? 
    -  How is prophecy to be fulfilled?  Amillennial/Post-millennial vs Premillennial  
    -  What is the Church?  When did it start?  -  At Pentecost! 
 

B.  Calvinist* vs. Arminian             * Sovereign Grace  
    -  The Sovereignty of God -  Fully expressed in all things or self-limited by God?? 
    -  Does God love everyone?  What of God’s wrath?  What/Who are we saved from?? 
    -  Does God choose some and not others?? 
    -  Does God utilize the evil deeds of men for His glory?? 
    -  What is God’s ultimate purpose??     Man’s redemption or God’s glory? 
 

C.  Cessationism vs. Continuationism 
-  Does God still speak to the Church independent of Scripture? 
-  Is Scripture our all sufficient and completed revelation by God? 
-  Are there current day prophets giving revelation from God equivalent to the Scriptures in authority? 
 

D.  Priesthood of the Believer vs. Weak Laity 
-  Is each believer accountable to God for his/her own faith? 
-  Does each believer have a responsibility to know who God is and to worship Him appropriately? 
-  Will believers be able to blame their Churches for the false ideas they held?  To what degree? 
-  Is it the pastor’s job to teach you and your family all that you need to know? 
Please, do not depend entirely on one teacher’s view for all of your theological understanding!   
 

We are called to be discerning about truth and wisdom! 
 

E.  Scriptural Inerrancy vs. Infallibility – Is Scripture the very Word of God. 
    -  Is the Scripture without error in its intended meaning based on context, genre, figure of speech, etc?   

 -  Is it correct in its history, science, social descriptions to the degree it intended by the standards of the 
time? 
or    Is Scripture truthful in that it will not fail us in ethical and spiritual matters only? 
or    Is Scripture inspired in the sense that when a person reads it and is himself inspired? 
or    Is Scripture a compilation of religious opinions by individual men that has come down to us through  
        the ages and that contain some degree of human wisdom which can be useful? 
or   Is Scripture the sole source of absolute truth?   
       Should all truth be measured against Scriptural truth? 

 
IV.  How to Interpret Scripture: 

1st  Read Scripture diligently and faithfully for a long, long time.  It is your bread and meat.  By it you will 
live and survive.  This Word is what sustains you.     1 Tim 4:11-16 
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2nd Read Scripture thoughtfully, expecting God’s Word to change you!  Expect to be changed in your 
studies.  Endeavor to be changed.  Challenge your own pre-suppositions.    Rom 12:1-2 

 

3rd Stay grounded in the essentials and understand the supremacy of meta-narratives and themes throughout 
the text of Scripture.  Do not be diverted from the essential message.            Jude 3 

 

4th Learn to spot error, both theological and practical, in your life and thinking and in the life of our Church.  
Confront it prayerfully and lovingly, but confront it nevertheless.                Acts 17:10-12 

 

5th Grow in the grace and knowledge of Scripture.                  2 Peter 3:18 
 

“The quickest way to slay error is to proclaim the truth.  The surest mode of extinguishing falsehood is to boldly 
advocate Scripture principles.  Scolding and protesting will not be so effectual in resisting the progress of error as 
the clear proclamation of the truth in Jesus.”      CHARLES SPURGEON  

 
V.  This Week’s Study Method – Which Study Method??  (10 minutes) 

Try a number of study methods.  There is no one correct one.  Find what works for you personally, but 
don’t make excuses for yourself.  Challenge yourself to let Scripture change you.  The test of what works 
for you is that by which you grow the most, not that which is necessarily the easiest.  
 

We Have Mentioned: Lesson # 
Scan/Survey/Quick Read -                                1 
Devotional/Meditative -                                    1 
Topical Study of a subject of interest to you.   2 
Word Study -                                                     3 
Chapter Study -                                                  4 
Textual Analysis 5 
Word Occurrence throughout Scripture -  6 
Doctrinal Study re the Essentials -  7 
Try each of these and settle on two or more methods 
to continue your education as a person of faith. 

8 

 

Ideally, try 4 or 5 different methods.  Acquire some of the tools of study that we have discussed.   
 

�  Your study style, (learning style) may be one of about 20 different styles.   
�  You don’t need to study the way I do, or the way anyone else says.   
�  You need to find your own combination of study activities that work for you.  
�  Using multiples styles allows you to accommodate different literary genre’s and avoid burnout from 

using just one learning style. 
 
Be faithful to Christ in your study, He is the living Word of God!   
 

Important Quotations 
 

I have been reading poems, romances, vision literature, legends, and myths all my life.  I know what they are like.  I 
know none of them are like this.  Of this [gospel] text there are only two possible views like this.  Either this is 
reportage . . . Or else, some unknown [ancient] writer . . . without known predecessors or successors, suddenly 
anticipated the whole technique of modern novelists, realistic narrative . . .   

Oxford Don - C. S. Lewis;  Modern Theology and Biblical Criticism; 
 

Since then Your Majesty and your lordships desire a simple reply, I will answer without horns and without teeth.  
Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason - I do not accept the authority of popes and councils, for they 
have contradicted each other - my conscience is captive to the Word of God.  I cannot and I will not recant 
anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe.  God help me.  Amen         

    Martin Luther; quoted in The Coming Evangelical Crisis  by John H. Armstrong;  p. 50 


